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1561. By the Gentlemen 
Temple in London. 
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fozthe as the ſame w 
'VENEsS moſt excellentPaieffte,in hcrhighnes 


Court of Whitchall,the.rviij.day of January, 


reofthzee Actes were wꝛytten by 
to be ſold at his 


Thomas Nortone, and the 
Fancon by 


in Fleteltrete, a 


Ams Dom 


whe 
| ,of Th 
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CThargument of the 
Tragedte. 


k OR BODY C,king of Brittaine, deuided his 
(Gain in his lpke time to his Sönes, Forex 

and pe. The Sonnes fell to dyuiſion and 
diſcention. The yonger kylled the elder. The Po- 
ther that moze dearely loued thelder, fo; reuenge 
kylled the ponger. The people mdued with the 
Crueltie of the facte, roſe in Rebellion and ſlewe 
both father and mother. The Nobilitte aſembled 
and moſt terribly deſtroped the Kebelles. And ak⸗ 
terwardes fo2 want of JTue of the Pzince whers 
by the Succeſſion of the Crowne became vnter⸗ 
tapne. Thep fell 0 Ciuill warte in whiche both 


they and many of their Jſſues were ſlapn e, and the 
Lande fo2 a longe tyme almoſte deſolate and my- 
ſcrablye waſted. 
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Ce names of the Speakers! 


Gorboduc,kpnge oſ great Britt aync. | 
Videna, Nucene and wife to kynge Corbodunc, 


Ferrex, Elder Sonne tokynge Gor boduc, 


Forrex,Donger Sonne to kynge G, 


Clotyn,D ke of Cornew.ll, 
Fergut, Duke of 4 lbanycs 
Manaud,Duke of Leagre. 4 
C wen rd, Duke of Cumperl. ande. 
Eubulus, Secretarie to the kynge Cerbodac. 
Aro5tus, A Counſellour of kynge Co/bodwc, 
Dord.cr,A Counſellour aſſigned by the 
kynge to his Eldeſt Donne Ferrex, 
Philander, A Counſcliour aſſigned by ths 
kynge to his ponger Sonne Por cx. 
(Both beynge of the olde 
(kynges Counſcll befoze. 
Hermon, A Paraſpte re mapnpng with Fercx. 
Tyndlar, A Paraſpte remapnpng with Porrex, 
Nuntius, Meſſenger of thelder Bꝛothers deth 
Nuntius, A Peſſenger of Dulc Fergus 
rpſpnge in Armes. 
Marccila, ꝗ Ladye of the Aucenes 


pꝛiuie Chamber. ; 
Cberut, Foure aunctent and Sage 
men of Vine, 
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¶ The Oꝛder ofthe dome (hewe befoze the 
firſte Acte,and the Signification therof, 


C Firſte the Puſicke of Uiolenze began to playe, 
durynge whiche came in bppon the Stage ſire 
wilde men clothed in leaues. Of whom the firſt 
bare in his necke aFagot of ſmal ſtickes, whiche 
thei all both ſeuerallie and togither aſſated with 
all their ſtrengthes to bzcake, but it could nst be 
b:oken by them. At the length one of them pluc⸗ 
ked out one of the ſtickes and bzake it: And the 
reſt pluckinge oute all the other ſtickes one af- 
ter an other did caſelie bzcake, the ſame bepnge 
ſcucred: which beyng coniopned thep had befoze 
attempted in vayne . After thep had this done, 
they departed the Stage and the Puſicke ceaſed 
Verebp was ſignified, that a ſtate knit in bnytie 
- doth continue ſtronge againft all fozce . But bes 
- pnge deupded, is eaſelp deſtroied As befell vpon 
Duke Gorboduc deuidinge his Lande to his two 
ſonnes which he befoze held in Ponarchte. And 


vppon the diſcention of the Bꝛethzene to whome 
it was deuided. 
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of Gozbodne, 
| A (Ins primus. Scena prima. 

ide 1. F ceux. 
Viden. | 


DYE ſilent night that bzingesthe 1 
| quiet pawſe, _—_— 


From painefull trauailes of the 8 


** 
- 
42 


wearie Daie: 

Pꝛolonges my carefull thoughtes 

„ and makes me blame 

The flowe A urore that ſo fo2 loue oz ſhame = 

Woth longe dclaye to ſhewe her bluſſhing face, 0 

And nowe the Daie renewes my griefull plainte, [ 
Ferrex. ; 

Mp gractous Ladp and mother deare, a | 
don my gricke, foꝛ your ſo grieued minde | 
aſke what * tozmenteth ſo pour harte. 

| Piden, 
| Do great a wzonge and ſo vniulk deſpite, 
Without all cauſe againſt all courſe of kinde, 
FAaYexe |: | 
Suche cauſeles wꝛonge and ſo v:1(uft deſpite, | — 
ye haue YN the lcaſt reuenge. 1 
8 7 _ | | = | 
Neither my Donne, ſuche ta the frowarde will, ö 
Lhe perſon ſuche, ſuche my miſhap and thyne. 118 
Fer ex. e 5 
Pyne know J _—_— foz pour diſfreſſe> — 48 
Viden. Watt | © 
Pes:mpne foz thyne my ſanne:A tather ena: 


# © 


* 


— 
W 
$ 


wer. 


_ 


RM Yn EEOC 
ot k 1 * * 5 x | 
wa ry 0 * * * ju OY * 2 
- * { « * W * . 
* 6 " * P * 
a b ty 
- nS 4 - 


. 


A 


go - . 


„% „ 4+ 


is, 
e 


3 


= « 


=_ 7 
* 


= *. — * 
„„ 7. 
ww 4 


- - - 


—— — — 


— 


- * - 
, _ is 
_ be x #* MN # 4. * 00 k 
ere mmm OI IN A OTIS TA — SY I OO 


N : 
by (1 * 
DS, i ** 4 ** E £ 
—_— E Td —_— - » 4 
* * be. 1 * r * 
3 4 1 


CE 


Rm 


The Tragedie 
In kynde a Father,but not in kyndlynes: 


Ferrex. 
Py Father: whie: J knowe nathynge at all, 
A her in J haue e vnto his Gzace. 
den, : 
Cherfoꝛe, the moze bnkinde ta thee and mee. 
Fe knowpnge well (my ſonne) the tendze lous 
That I haue euer bozne and beare to thee, 
He greued therat, is not content alone, 
To ſpople thee of my ſight my chiekeſt Joys, 
But thee,of thp birth,right and Heritage 
Cauſeles,bnkindly and in w2ongfull wiſe, 
Againſt all Lawe and right he will bereaue, 
Þalfe of his kyngdome he will geue awape. 
Ferrex, | 
Co whome? 
-. Viden, | 
_ Euen to Porvex his pormger ſonns 
M boſe growinge Pꝛide 3 do ſo ſoze ſuſpecte, 
That beynge rapſed to equall Rule with thee , 
Mee thinkes J ſee his enuious harte to ſwell 
pllde with Diſdaine and with ambicious P2ids 
he ende the Goddes do know, whoſe Aulters J 
| oft haue ade in vaine of Cattell ſlapne, 
o ſende the ſacred ſmoke to Peauens Thzone, 
＋ thee my ſonne if thinges ſo ſuccede, 
nowe my Jelioug minde miſdemeth (a3e » 
Ferrex, 
Madame le aue care and carefull plaint foz me. 
uſt hath my Father ben to euery wight, 
is firike yntuſtice he will not extende 


of Goꝛbodut. | 
To me J truſke,that geue no cauſe thero?, - 


V iden, 
So graunt the Goddes: But pet thy father ſo 
Hath firmely fired his vnmoued mynde 
That plainta 4 pꝛaiers can no whit auailo, 
oʒ thoſe haue J aſſaied, but cuen this date, 
e wyll endeuour to pꝛocure aſſent 
Ok ali his Counſell to his fonde deaiſe. 
Fer”ex. 
Their Aunceſtours from race ta vate haue bone 
True fapth to mp fozefathers and their ſecde, 
A truſte thetcke w_ beare the lykce to me. 
V 1 T. 
There reſteth all, but if they faple tyero?, 
And il the ende b2inge fo2th an euyll ſucteſſfe 
n them and theirs the miſcyicfe ſhalt befall, 
nd ſo J pꝛaie the Goddes requite it them, 
And ſo thep will, foꝛ ſo is wont to bee 
When Lo2des am truſted Rulers vnder kynges 
Ta pleaſe the pzeſent fancie of the Pzince, | 
With wzong tranſpoſe the conrſe of gouernanuncs 
Murders, miſchieke, oꝛ ciupll (wazde at length 
O mutuall treaſon,o2 à iuſt reuenge, 
When right ſuccedinge Line returnes againe 
Bp /-es iuſt Judgenient and deſerued wꝛathe 
B2inges them ta ctuill and rep2ochefull death, 
And rgotes their names 4+ kind;edcs ſrõ the earth. 
Ferex. 


Mother content ꝑou, ꝑou ſhall ſee the ende. 
a. % Tidne 


Py b2othcrs pꝛide ſhall butt him ſelfe, not nee, 3 
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The Tragedie 
Viden, 
Che ende: thic ende J fcare, leue ende me firſt, 


A (Is primus, gcena ſecunda, 
Corboduc, Aroitus, Philander, Eubulus: 


Gorbodmc; 
M Y Lopes whoſe graue aduiſe « faithfull aide 
1 Haue long vpheld my Honour t my Realme 
And bꝛought me from this age from tender pcres, 
Guidynge ſo great eſtate with great renowme; 
Howe moꝛe impozteth mee the erſt to ble 
Pour faith and wiſdome twherby pet J reigne, 
That when by death my liefe and rule ſhall ceaſe, 
The kingdome pet maye with vnbꝛoken courſe, 
Þaue certayne Pꝛinte, by whoſe vndoubtedright, 
Pour wealth and peace, map ſtand in quiet Tate, 
And cke that thei whome Nature hath pzeparde, 
In time to take my place in Pꝛincelie Seate, 
— While in their Fathers tyme their pliant youth 
Peldes to the frame of ſkilfull gouernaunce 
Paye ſo be taught and trapned in noble Artes, 
As what their fathers whiche haue reigned befoze 
PÞaue with great fame deriued downe to them 
With honour they mape leaue vnto their ſeede: 
And not be taught foz their vnwozthie life, 
foz their Laweles ſwaruynge out of kinde, 
ozthie to loſe what Lawe aud kind them gang 
But that they may pzeferue the comon peace, 
The cauſe that fir began and till . 


nee. 


of Gozboduc. each 


The Lyneall courſe ofkinges inheritaunce, 
Foz me,fo2 myne,fo2 vou, and fo2 tie ſkate 
Uherof both J and pou haue charge and care. 


Thus do J meane to bſe pour wonted fapth 


To me and myne, and fo pour natpue Lande, 
My Loꝛdes be plapne without all wztereſpcct 
Oz popſonous crafte to ſpeake in pleaſpng wiſe, 
Leſt as the blame of pll ge thinges 
Shall light on vou, ſo light the harmes alſo. 
Arofins. 
* Pour good acceptaunce fo (moſt noble kinge) 
Of ſuche pour faithfulnes as heretofoze 
Me haue emploped in dueties to pour G2ace, 
And to this Realms whoſe wozthie head you are, 
Welt pzoues that nepther pou miſtruſte at all, 
Noz we nede no boaſting wiſetoſhewe, 
Our trueth to pou,noz pet our wakefull care 
Foz you,foz pours,andfo2 our natiue Lande, 
UWherfoze(D kynge) A ſpeake fo2 one as all, 
Sithe all as one do beare pou egall faith: 
Doubt not to vſe their Counſelles and their aſdes 
Whoſe honours, goods lpues are whole anowed 
To ſerue, to apde, and todefende pour G zace. 
Corboduc. 
p Loꝛdes 1 thankc peu all. This is the caſe 
e know, the Gods, who haue the ſoueraigne cart 
Foz kings,foz kingdomes, and foz cõmen weales, 
Gaue me two ſonnes in my moꝛe luſtie Age, 
M ho nowe in my decepuypnge peres are growen 
Mell towardes ryper ſtate of minde and ſtrength 


To take in hande ſome * Paincely charge, 
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Gzeat wealth and Honour, long we haue enioyen 


The Tragedie 


As yet they lyue and ſpende their hopcfall dates. 


TW irh me and with their Pother here in Courts 


Their age nowe aſketh other place and trade, 


And myne alſo doth aſke an other chaunge, 
Theirs to moꝛe trauaile,mpne to greater eaſe: 
Uhan fatall death ſhall ende my moztall lyfe, 
Wy purpoſe is to leaue vnto them twaine 
The Kealme deuided into two ſendzie partes: 
The one Fehex myne elder ſonne ſhall haue, 
The other ſhall the other Porex rule _ | 
Tygt both my purpoſe may moze framelie lande, 
And ene that they map better rule their charge, 
J mcane fozthwith to place them in the ſame; 
That in my life they maye both learne to rule, 
And 3 map rope to (ce their rulynge well. 
This is in ſame, what J woulve haue pe wer: 
Fuſtz whether pe allowe my whole deuiſe, 
And thinke it good foz me,foz them, foz vou. 
And fo2 our Countrey, mother of vs all: 
And if pe lyke it and allowe it well, 


Than foz their guydinge and their gouernaunce, 


he we ſoaths ſuche meanes of tirtumſtaunce, 
ve thinke meete to be both knowng and kept: 
Loe, this is all, nowe tell me pour avuile. 


Arolla. 
great aduiſe, 


And this is muche, and acketh 


But foz my parte my Soueraigne Lozd and kyng 


This do q thinke pour Maieſtie doth knowe, 
Howe bnder you in Juſfice and in peace, 


Do as we can nat ſeeme with grevie mindes Ta 
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of Goybodtic, \ oY 
To biſſhe fo: chaunge of Pꝛince oꝛ gouernaunce, 6H 
But if pe lyke pour purpoſe and deuiſe, _ = 
Our lykynge mult be deemed to pꝛocede, 

Ok rightfull reaſon, and of heedefull care, 

Not foz qur ſelues, but foz our comen ſlate: 

Sithe our owne ſtate doth nede no better chaunge 
A thinke in all as erſt pour Gzace bath ſaide: 
Firſte when pou ſhall vnlode your aged mynde, 
Ol heups care and troubles manyfolvde, 

And lape the ſame vpon mp Loꝛdes pour ſonnes 
Whoſe growing veres map bere the burden long 
And longe J pzaye the Goddes to graunt it ſo: | 
And in your lyfe while you ſhall ſo beholde 
Their rule, their vertues and their noble deedes, 

Suche as their kinde behighteth to vs all, 

G2eat be the pꝛofites that ſhall grole hens | 

Pour age in quiet ſhall the longer laſt, 
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 Peur laſtynge age ſhalbe their longer ſtale, 1 
Foz cares ot kynges, that rule as you haue rulde "LG 
£9 publique wealth and not fo2 pꝛiuate iope, 8 
waſt mannes lyfe and haſten crooked age, 5 
With furrowed face and with enfeebled lypmrats, f 


To dzawe on creepynge Death a ſwifter pace. 
Whey two pet yonge ſhall beare the partie reigne 
With greater caſe,than one nowe olde alone 
Can welde the whole, foz whom muche harder is 
with leſſened frength the double weight to beare 
Pour eve, pour Counſell, and the graue regarde 
Df Fathers,yea of ſuche a fathers name, 

8 at beginning of their ſondꝛed reigne, 
When it is hazarde of their whole ſucceſſe, 5 


Y 


The Trägedie 
Shall bꝛidle ſo their foꝛce of youthfull heates, 
And ſo reſtreine the rage of inſolence, <4 
TU hiche moſt aſſailes the yonge and noble minds, 
And ſo ſhall guide and traine in tempꝛed ſtate 
Their pet greene bending wittes w reuerent als 
And now inured with vertues at the firſt. 
Cuſtome (O king)ſhall bzinge delightfulnes 
By vſe of Uertue, Vice ſhall growe in hate, 
But if you ſo diſpoſe it, that the daye, 
EUAhich endes pour life, ſhal firſt begin their reign 
Oꝛeat is the perill,what will be the ende, 
When ſuche beginning of ſuche liberties 
 Uotde of ſuche ſtates as in your liefe do lye, 
Shall leaue them to free randon of their will 
An open p2ale to traiterous flatterie, 
The greateſt peſtilence ofnoble pouthe: 
WU hiche pcrill ſhalbe paſt, it in pour life, 
Their tempꝛed pouthe with aged fathers WL 
Be bꝛought in vze of ſkilfull ſtaidnes 
And in pour life, their lines diſpoſed ſo, 
Shall length pour noble liefe in topfnlnes. 
Thus thinke J 5 pour grace hath wiſelie thought 
And that pour tender care of comen weale, 
Hath bꝛed this thought, ſo to deuide pour Lande 
And plant pour ſonnes to beare the pꝛeſent rule 
While pou pet liue to ſee their rulynge well. 
What you map longer lyue by iope therein. 
What furder meanes behouefull are and meete 
At great leiſure maye pour Gzace deniſe, 
M hen all haue ſaide,and when we de agreed 
Ik this be beſt to parte the Realme in _—_— 
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of Soꝛboduc. 


And place your ſonnes in pꝛeſent gouernement 
Whereof as J haue plainely ſatde my mynde, 
Zo woulde J here the reſt of all my Loꝛzdes. 
4 Philander, 
In parte J thinke as haue ben ſalde beto:e, 
In parte agame my minde is otherwile 
As foz deuidin g of this Nealme in twaine 
And lotting out the ſame in egall partes, 
To either of mp Loꝛdes pour Gzaces ſonnes, 
That th inke J beſt foz this pour Realmes behofc, 
Foz pꝛofite and aduauncement of pour ſonnes, 
And faz pour comfozte and pour honour eke: 
But ſo to place them while pour life do laſt, 
Co pelde to them pour Nopall goucrnaunce, 
To be aboue them onelp in the name 
Df kather, not in kingly ſtate alſo, 
I thinke not good fo2 pou, foꝛ them, noꝛ vs, 
This kingdome ſince the bloodie ciuill fielde 
Where 2cr24 (laine did peld his conquered part 
Unto his Coſpns ſwoꝛde in Coamberlande 
Conteineth all that whilome did ſuffice , 
Wh:cenoble ſonnes of your fozefather Brute, 
So pour two ſonnes, it maye alſo ſuffice, 
The moe the ſfronger ,if thei gree in one: 
The ſmaller compaſſe that the Realme doth holde 
The eaſier is the ſwey therof to welde, 
The ncarer Juſtice to the wꝛonged pooze, 
Che ſmaller charge, and pet pnoughe fo one. 
And whan the Region is deuided ſo 
That Bzethzene be the Loꝛdes of either parte, 
Duch ſcrength doth nature knit betwene the both, 
In 
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The Tragedie 
In londꝛie bodies by coniopned loue 
That not as two, but one of doubled fozce, 
Cche is ts other as a ſure defence, 
The Noblcnes and gloꝛie of the one 
Pot! ſharpe the courage of the others mynde 
Tith vertuons enuie to contende fo2 pzaiſe, 
And ſuche an egalnes hath nature made, 
Betwene the Bꝛethzen of one Fathers ſeede, 
As an vnkindlie wzonge it ſeemes to bee, 
ZLoth:slvc the other Subiect vnder fects 
Ok him, whole Peere he is by courſe of kinde, 
| And nature that did make this egalnes, | 
Okte ſo tepineth at ſo great a w2onge, | 
That ofte ſhe rapſeth vp a grudgynge grieke, 
In ponger Bzethzen at the elders ſtate: 
M herby both townes + kingdoms haue ben raſed 
And famous ſtockes of Kopall blood diſtroted: 
The B2other that ſhould be the Bꝛothers atvs 
And haue a wakefull care foꝛ his defence, | 
Gapes fo2 his death,+ blamesthe lyngering yeres 
That bzings not foꝛth his ende with faſter courſe * 
And oft impacient of ſo longe delapes, 
With hatetull ſlaughter he pꝛeſentes the fates 
And keepes a juſt rewarde foz 1B2others blsode, 
With epdles vengeaunte on his ſtocke fo2 ape: 
Suche miſchiefes here are wiſely mette withall: 
Ik egall ſtate mape nouriſhe e gall loue, * 
M here none hath cauſe to grudge at others good, 
But nowe the head to ſtoupe bencth them bothe, 
He kinde, ne reaſon, ne good oꝛdꝛe beares, 
And oft it hath ben ſeene, that where . 
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of Gozboduc. 


Hath ben pꝛeuerted in diſoꝛdered wiſe, 

Whben Fathers ceaſe to know that thei ſhuld rule 
And Childzen ceaſe to knowe they (hould ober, 
And often our vnkindlip tendzencs, 

Js Mother of vnkindlp Stubbozkes: 

I ſpcaie not this in enute oz repꝛoche, 

As if J grudged the glozte of pour ſonnes, 

Whoſe honour J beſeche the Goddes to encreaſe: 
No2 pet as if J thought there did remaine, 

Bo filthie Cankers in their noble bzeſtes, 

A bome J efteme(whiche is their greateſt pꝛaiſe, 
Undoubted childꝛen of ſo good a kynge. 

Onelie J meane to ſhewe my certeine Rules, 

Ul hiche kinde hath graft within the mind of man 
That Nature bath her o2dzc and her courſe, 

M hichel being bzoken) doth co;rupt the ſtate 

Of myndes and thinges eucn in the beſt of all 
My Lo2dcs pour ſonnes map [carne to rule of you 
Pour owne erample in your noble Courte 

Is fitteſt Gupderof their youthfull peares, 

JC you deſire to ſecke ſome pꝛeſent Jope 

By ſight of their well rulynge in pour lyfe, 

See them obep, ſo ſhall vou lee them rule, 

M ho ſs obepeth not with humblenes 

Will rule without rage and with inſolencg 
Longe maye they rule J do beſeche the Goddes, : 
But longe map they learne ere they begyn to rule 
Af kinde and fates woulde ſuffre J would wiſſhe 
Them aged Painces and immoꝛtall kinges; f 
MN herkoze moſt noble kynge J well aſſent, 
Betwene your ſonnes p you deuide pour Uealme, 
And 


The Tragedie 
And as in kinde, ſo matche them in degree | 
But while the Goddes pꝛolongue your Nopal life 
Pꝛolongue your retgne,foz therto lyue pou here, 
And therfoze haue the Goddes ſo longe fozbo2ne 
To ioyne pou to them ſelues, that ſtill you might 
Be P2tnce and father of our comon weale: 
They when they ſe pour childzen ripe to rule 
Will make them roume,+ wil remoue pou hence, 
Chat yours in right enſuynge of your life 


ape rightlie honour pour moztall name. 
Enbulus, 


Pour wonted true regarde of faithfull hartes. 
Makes me (O kinge)the bolder to pꝛeſume 
To ſpeake what J concetue within my bzelt, 
Althoughe the ſame do not agree at all 
With that whiche other here my Loꝛds haue ſaid 
No2 whiche pour ſelfc haue ſeemed beſt to lyke, 
on Jcraue and that my woꝛdes be deemde 
o flowe from hartic zcale vnto your Gzace, 
And to the ſafetie of your comon weale: 
To parte pour Nealme vnto mp Loꝛds pour ſõnes 
A tbinke not good fo you, ne pet foz them, 
But wozlte of all, fo this our Natiue Lande: 
Foz with one Lande, one ſingle rule is beſt; 
Deuided Reignes do make deuided hartes. 
But Peace pzeſerues the Countrey x the Pꝛince. 
Suche is in man the gredie minde to reigne, 
So great is his deſire toclimbe alofte, i 
In wozldly Stage the ſtatelieſt partes to be are, 
That faith and Juſtice and all kindip loue, 
Do pelde vnto deſire of Boueraigntie: 
Where 
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of Go2bodtic, 


here egall ſtate doth raiſe an egall hope 
To winne the thing that either wold attaine 
2 Pour grace reinembzeth Howe in paſſed peres 
The mightie Frute, firſt Pꝛince of all this Lande 
Pollſeſſed the ſame and ruled it well in one, 
e thinking that the compalſe did ſtffice 
Fo: his thzee ſonnes, thʒee kingdoms cke to make 
Curt it in thꝛee, as you would nowe in twatne: - 
But how much B2utiſh blod hath ſithence be ſpilt 
To iopne againe the ſondzed bnitte? 
What Pzincesſlaine befoze their tintely honour? 
M hat waſt of townes and people in the Lande? 
M hat Treaſons heaped on murders t on ſpoiles? 
= Whoſe iuſt reuenge euen pet is ſcarcely ceaſed, 
Ruthefull remembzaunce is pet had in minde⸗ 
The Gods fozbpd the like to channce againe 
And pou( O king)geue not the cauſe therok: 
Dy Lozde Ferrex your elder ſonne, perhappes 
N home kinde and cuſtame geues a rightfull hope 
To be your eite and to ſuccede pour Reigne, 
Shall thinke that he doth ſuffre greater w2onge 
Than he perchaunce will beare, if power ſcrus - 

| Porrex the younger ſo vnipalſed in ſtate, | 
Perbappes in courage will be raiſcd alſo, 
If Flatterie then whiche faples not to aſſaile 
The tendze mindes of pet vnſkilfull Bout je. 
In one ſhall kindle and encreaſe diſdame; 
And Enute ii the others harte enflame, 
This itre hall waſte their loge, their liues, their 
And rutheful ruine ſhal deſtrop them both, Gand, 
A wiſlhe not this (D kyng)ſo to bekall | 


35 ut 
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The Tragedie 


But feare the thing that J do moſt abhozre 

cue no beginning to fo dꝛeadtull ende, 

Hope them in oꝛder and obedience; 

And iet them both by nowe obepinge pou, 

Learne ſuche behamour as beſcemes their late, | 

Lhe Older, myldenes in his gouernaunce, 0 

The younger, a peldyng contentednes! 

And kepe themineare vnto your pꝛeſence till, 

2 they reftreined by the awe of yon, 
eline in e of well tempꝛed ſkate, 

And paſſe the perilles of their yanthfu!l ycares. 

our aged life dꝛawes on to febler tyme, 

UW herin yen ſhall leſſe able be ta drare 

The trauailes that in youth you haue ſuffeined 

Both in pour perſorrs and your Realmes defence 

| cr partes, 

ou ſende them kurder from pour pzeſcnt reache 

eſſe ſhal you know hob they tht᷑ ſelues demaund 


It planting nowe pour fonnes in furver 


L 


Traitcrous cozrupters oftheir pliant pouthe, 
Shall haue vnſpteda muche moze free accelſe, 


Andofambitien and inflamed diſdaite 
Shall arme the dne, the other, oz them bothe | 
To rpuul warre,oz to vſurpinge pꝛide. 

Late ſhall pou rne,thatyon ne recked befoze: 

Good is I graunt all to hope the beſt, 

But not to liue till vzeadles of the wozft, | 
So truſte the one, that the other be fo2ſene, 5 
Acme not bnſkilfuines with pzincely power 
But vou that longe haue wiſely tuled the reignes 
Ol topaltie within pour noble RKcalnne 
Ss holds them, while the Govs Wann,. 5 


. * . ? 


of Gozbodue, T3088 
Shall ſtretche the thzede of pour pꝛolonged dales 1 
To ſoone he clàme, into the flampng Carte 1H 
TA hoſe want of ſkyil did ſet the carth on fire, 1 
Time and example of pour noble Gzace, 1 
Shall teache pour ſonnes beth to obey and rule: 1.5 
Nan time hath taught the, time ſhall male th? 
The place that nowe1s full:and ſo A pzals (pacs 
Longe it remaine,to comfozte of vs all. | 


J fake pont faithfall hartes in thankfull parte 
But ſithe J ſee no cauſe to dꝛawe mp minde, 
To feare the nature of my loupng ſonnes, 
Oz to miſdeme that E nuis oz diſdaine, 
Can there wozke hate, where nature planteth laue 
In one ſelke purpoſe do J till abide, 
Mp loue ertendeth egallp to bothe, 
Py Lande ſuffiſeth foz them bothe alſo: 

Humber Hall parte the Parches of their Kealmes: 
Eve dotherne parte the elder ſhall 'poſſeſſe, " 
The Noztherne ſhall porrex the ponget rule, | 
In quiet J will paſſe mine aged daies, _. 
Free krom the trau ule and the painefull cates 
That haTen age vpon the woꝛthleſt kinges. 1: 
But leſt the fraude that pe do — to feare \ Wn | - 
Hgtterpng tongues, cozrupt their tender potity 1s 
ee to the waies of pouthfull tuft, 
To climyng pzide,o2 torenengyng hate 
Oz to neglecting of thezr carefull charge 
Lewdely to lyue in wanton reckleneſe, 
©} to oppꝛeſlinge of the — caule 
11.5 | 
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E: not to wꝛeke the wꝛonges done ts the pos; 

To treade downe tructh,oz fauour falſe deceite 
I meane to iopne to eyther of ip ſonnes 
Dome one of thoſe whoſe longe appꝛoued faith 
Aud wiſdome tryed. may well aſſure my harte: 
That mynyng fraude ſhall finde no way to creps 
Into their fenſed eares with grave adutſe; 
This is the ende, and ſo J pꝛape pon all 
To beare my ſonnes the loue and lopaltie 
Chat 3 haue founde within your faithful bzeafts. 
Avoffus. 

You, noꝛ your ſonnes, our ſoneraigne Lom ſhall 
Dur faith a an while our lines do laſt. (wank 

Chorus. 

Zhen ſettled ſtaie doth holde the ropall cthzone, 
In ſtedfalf place by knowen and doubtleg right; 
And chiefel/> whan diſcent on ane alone 
Make ſingle and buparted reigne to light. 
Eche chaunge of courſe vniophts the whole effate. 
And FANG it thzall to rayne by debate, | 


that knit by laſfe accozde in ons 
Aga alt allf oʒrein ome rey of . focs, | 
Could of it ſe]fe defen itſelfe alone, 

Diſiopned onte.che RG fpzce doth loſe 
Th ſondzed bzake ſo ſoone in twaltls 
Jn faggot bounde attempted were in vaine. 


Olt tender minde that leades the pertiall an , 
Ot erringe parentes in their childꝛens loue, 
Deſtroies the wzongfull loued childe 3 10 
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of Gozboduc, 


Thſs doth the pzoude ſonne of Ae p;our, 
Who caſſhely ſet in Chariot of his ſire: 
Jnflamed the perched earth with deauens fire. 


And this great king, that doth deuide bis land, 
And chaunged the courſe of his diſcending ctownes 
And peldes the reigne into his childꝛens hande 
rom bliſfull fate of iope and great renowne, 
Py2rour ſhall become ta Pꝛinces all 

To learnc to ſhunne the cauſe of ſuche a fall. 


¶ The o2der and ſignification of the 
dome ſhewe befoze the ſecond Acte. 


C Firſt the Puſicke ol Coznettes began to playe, 
during whiche came in vpon the Stage a kings 
accompanied with a nombze of his Novpylytie 4 
Gentlemen. And after he had placed him ſelte in 
a Chaire of eſtate pzepared foz him: there came 
and kneled befoze him a graue and aged Gentil⸗ 
man and offred vp a Cuppe bnto hym of ZAvne 
in a glaſſe, whiche the kynge refuſed . Aftcr him 
comes a bzaue and luffie pong Gentelman and 
pꝛeſentes the king with a Cup of Golde filled v 
polſon, which the king accepted, t dzinkinge the 
ſame, immedlatlp fell down dead vpon 5 ſtage, . 
ſo was carried thence awape by his Lazdes and 
Gentelmen, then the Puſicke ceaſed . Þereby 
. Juaglignifted , that as Glaſſe by nature holveth 
no * = is coo! and * eaſely A — 
tzgughe,ne bow any Arte; 29 4 \ 
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The Tragedie 


Connſellonr holdeth no treaſon, but is playne 
open, ne peldeth to any vndiſcrete affection, but 
gcueth holſome Counſe ll, whiche the pll aduiſed 
Pance refuſeth , The del1ghtfull golde filled w 
e. betokeneth. Flatterp, whiche vnder faire 

ceming of pleaſaunt woꝛds beareth deadly poys 
ſon, whiche deſtroieth the Pzince Þ receiueth it. 
As befell in the two bzethzene Ferrcx and Porrex 
who tetuſing the holſoine aduiſe of graue Coun 
ellours, credited theſc ponge Paracites. bʒou⸗ 
ght to them (clues death and deſtruction therby. 


A us ſeeundus, * Scena prima. 
Feirex, Hermon, Dordan, 


| Ferrex, 
Merualle muche what reafon leave the kynge 
Pp father thus without all my deſarte 
To rcue me halte p kingdome which by courſs 
Sl lawe and nature chuld remapne to me. 
Hermon, © 

If yon with ſtubboꝛne and vntamed pꝛzyde 
Pad ſtood againſt him in rebellious wiſe, 
Oz if with grudging minde pou had enuted 
So ſlowe a ſlidynge of his aged peres, 
Oz ſought befoze pour time to haſte the courſe 
Ol katall death vpon his Ropall head, 
Oz ſtained your @tocke with murder of your 
Same kace ot reaſon might perhaps haue ſ 
Eo pelde ſome likely cauſe to ſpoile ye thus. 


Feres 


gbr adrett 


— 
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Forex. 


The wzekeful 
Eternall plagues and neuer dyinge woes, 
The Helliſh Paince, adiudge my dampned ghoſte 
To 7 -n:/15 thirſte,02 pꝛoude xi wheele 
Oz truell Gzipe ta gnawe my growing harte 
To durynge to:mentes and unquenched flames 
If euer 3 tonceiued ſo foule a thought, 
To wiſthe his ends of lite, 62 pet of reigne- 

| Dordan, 

Nee pet pour father O molk noble Paine) 
Did cucr thinke ſo fawle a thing of you 
Foz he with mozc than fathers tendze loue 
Mhile pet the fatcs do lende him life to rule. 
(V bo long might lpue to ſc pour c ulynge well) 
To vou my Loꝛde, and to his other ſonne 
Lo he relignes his Realme and Ropal:1te 


TA hicbe neuer would fa wiſe a Puace daue dans 


Fc he had ones miſdemed that in pour harte 
There euer lodged ſo vnkinde a thought. 
But tendze loue my Lope) and ſetled truſte 
Ol pour good nature, and pour nable minde 
2 him to place pou thus in Ropall tyzone 
nd noty to geue pou half his realme to guide 
Pea and that halfe within abounding ſto2c 


Of things that ſcrue to make a welthic Realms 


In ſtatelie Cities and in frutcfull ſople, 
In temperate bzeathing of the milder beauen, 
In thinges of nedetull vſe, whiche frenvlie Des 
Tranſpoꝛtes by traffike from the fozreine Poztes. 
In flowing wealth, in bonourand in fozce, 

B. uu. |  Doths 


| Gods powye on mp curſed head, 
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wath paſſe the double value of the parte 
That Porrex hath allotted to bis reigne, 
Suche is pour eaſe,ſuche is pour fathers loue. 
Ferrex. 
Ah lone, my frendes ,loue wꝛongs not whom hs 
Dordan, (loues. 
Ne pet he wꝛongeth yon that geneth you 
o large a reigne ere that the courſe of tyme 
Binge you to kingdome by diſcended right. 
Thich time perhaps might end pour time befoze. 
Ferrex. 
Is this no wzong,ſate pou, to reaue from mg 
My natine right of halte ſo great arealme, 
And thus to matche his ponger ſonne with me 
In egall power, and in as great degree. 
Pea t what ſonne: ᷣ ſonne whoſe ſwellyng pzyds 
Woulde neuer pelde one poinct of reyerence, 
WhanTJ the Elder and a beire 
Stcode in the likelyhode to poſſeſſe the whole 
Pea and that fonne whtche from his childiche age 
Cnuiteth myne honoyr,and doth hate my life, 
M hat will he nowe do: when bis pzide,his rage, 
The mindefull malice of his — 5 barte 
3's armed with "1 ng wealth and kingly ſkate 
chen 
Was this not wꝛong: yea vll aduiſed wzong 
Ty giue ſo mad a man ſo ſharpe a ſwozde, 
Lo ſo great pexill of ſo graut miſhappe. 
E ere 


Da nan. 


Aus me Lot, what griefull thing is this ⸗ 


That 


Ferre 


of Goꝛboduc. 


That of your bzother you can thinke ſo ill 
3 neuer ſawe him vtter likelie ligne 
Ta hereby a man might ſee oʒ once miſdeme 
Suche hate of you, ne ſuche vnyeldinge p2ide 
All is their coynſell,ſhamefull be their ende, 
That raiſing ſuchs miſtruſifull feare in you, 
gowing the ſeede of ſuche bnkindly hate, 
Triuaile by reaſon to deſtroy you both: 
Wiſe is pour bzother and ot noble hope, 
TW oztyie to welde a large and mightie Realme 
So muche a ſtronger frende haue pou therby, 
Whole ſtregth is your ffregth, if you gree in one. 
Her mon, | 
If nature andthe Goddes had pinched ſo 
Their flowing-bountie and their noble giftes 
Df Pzincelie qualpties from you my Lozde 
And potvade them all at ones in waſtfull wiſe 
Upon your fathers younger ſonne alone: 
Perhappes there be that in pour pꝛeiudice 
Would ſale that birth uld peld to wozthines: 
But fithe in eche good gift and P2incelie Acte 
Ve are his matche, and in the chiefe of all 
In mildenes and in ſobze gouernaunce 
pe farre ſurmount: And ſithe there is in you 
Sufficing ſkill and hopefull towardnes 
To weld the whole, and match your Elders p;aiſe 
I ſee no tauſe white pe ſhould loaſe the halfe, 
e wold J wiſche pou pelde to ſuche a loſe: 
eſt pour milde ſufferaunce of ſo great a wzonge 
Be deemed cowardiſhe and le dzeade: 


Whichs ſhall genecouragyto! e llerie hend 


: 
| 


The Trügedte 


Ok rour ponge Bother to inuade the whole, 
Whiles pet therfoze ſtickes in the peoples mynde 
The lothed wꝛonge of pour diſheritaunce, 
And ere pour Bꝛother haue by ſettled power, 
Bp guple full cloke of an allurpnge ſhowe, 
Got him ſome foꝛte and fausur in this Nealme 
And while the noble Nucene pour mother lpues,. 
To wozke and pzactice all fo2 your auaile 
Attempt redzeffe by Armes, and w2eake pour ſelfe 
Upon dis life, that gaincth by pour lofle, 
V ho nowe to ſhame of you, and griefe of vs 
In pour owne kingdome triumphes ouer pour! 
She now pour courage meete fo2 kingly cftate 
That thei which haue auowed to (ped their goods 
Their landes, their lines honours in pour cauſe, 
Mape be the bolder ta mainteine pour parte 
ivhanthetÞa ſee that cowarde feare in pou, 
Shall not betrape ne ſaile their faithfull hartes. 
If ones the death of Porvex ende the ſtrife, 
And paie the pꝛice of his vſurped Keigne, 
Pour Pother ſhall perſwade the angry kynge, 
The Lo2ds pour frends eke ſhall appeaſe bis rags 
Foz thei be wiſe,and well thei can fozſte, 
That ere longe time pour aged fathers death 
will bzyngea time when pou ſhall well requite 
Their frendlie fauour, oꝛ their hatetull ſpite, 
Y ta, oꝛ their flackences to auaunte pour cauſe 
Wiſe men da not ſo hange on paſſyng ſlate 
Ok pꝛeſent Pzinces,chiefelp in their age. 
But they will further caff their re achinge exe 
To viewe and weigh the times 4 reignes to uo 
£ 
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of Sozboduc. 


' 1 
at is it lykely thonghe the kinge be 1wzothe "Th 
That he pet will, oꝛ that the Kealme will beare . 
Ertreme reuenge vpon his onelpe ſonne: | 
Oz if he woulde, what one is he that dart 
Be miniſtre tu ſuche an enterpꝛiſe. 
And here pou be nowe placed in your owne 
Amypd pour frendes, pour baſſalles t your ſtrength 
We (yall defende and kepe your perſon ſafe 


a Tyll either counſell turne his tender minde 
Oz age, oz ſoꝛowe ende his werte dates 
But if the feare of Goddes and ſecrete grudge 
Df Natures Lawe,repynynge at the facte, 
- Mithholdt pour courage from ſo great attempt: 


Knowe pe that luſt of kingdomes hath no Lawe 
4 The Goddes do bcare and well allowe in kinges 
The thingesthey abhozre in raſcall routes. 
ohen kinges on ſclender quarrels ron to warres 
And tzan in cruell and vnkindely wiſe, 
Comaunde theftes,rapes,murdcr of Jnnocentes 
Lo ſpoile of townes,4 reignes of mighty realmes 
Lhinke pou ſuch Pzinces do ſuppꝛeſſe them ſelues 
Dubiect to Lawes ofkinde and feare of Gods, 1 
Pet none offence , but decked with glozious name £088 
Ck noble Conquneſtes in the handes of kingcs, oY Y 
Murders and violent theftes in pꝛiuate mon | 1s 
Are heynous erymes and full offoule repꝛocht: | 
But if vou like not pet ſo hote deuiſe, 
At liſt to take ſuche vauntage of the time. 
But thoughe with great perill of your tate 
ou wil not be the firff that ſhall tnuade, 


e pet your fozce foz pour defence, 


The Cragedſe 


And foz your wo ſtande vpon your garde, 
4, 

O heauen was there euer harde oz kidwen, 
So wicked Counſell to a noble Pzince? 
Let m*(my Lo2de)diſcloſe vnto pour grace 
Chis heynous tale, what miſchiete it conteynes: 
Pour fathers death, your bzothers and your atons 
pour pꝛeſent murder and eternall hame- 
Heare me (O king and ſuffre not to ſinke 
Ss bighe a Ar in your Pzincelis bzeſt. 
þ Fer. 
The migbtie Gaddes fozbyd that euer 4 
Sbhuld once conceiue ſuche miſchtefe tn my harts 
Althoughe my Bzother hath bereft mp Kealme 
And beate perbappes to me ang hatefull minde. 
Shall J reuenge it, with his death therfozez 
On ſhall J ſo deſtroy my fathers lyfs 
That gaue me lifezthe Gods fozbyd I ſaye, 
Ceaſe pou to ſpeake ſo any moze to me 
Ne you mp kriende with Aunſwere once repeats 
So foule a tale, in ſcilente let it die: 

hope at all 


Se pede 
= me thep ares N 
Cheir gooda, their honours, landes and liberties, 
MAitb whome, neither one onely bꝛother dears 
At father dearer.coulde eniope their lyues: 
But ſitbe. j feare my younger bzothers rage. 
And ſithe perhappes ſome other man may gyus 
Some like aduiſe,to moue his grudging head 

At mine eſfate: whiche counſell may 


perthaunce 
Take greater fqzce with him, than this w 


mw 


ET... 


\ 


of Goꝛboduc. 


4 will in ſecrete ſo pꝛepare my ſelfe, 
As it his malice 02 his luſt to reigne 
Bꝛeake fozth with Armes oꝛ ſodeine violence 
Imap withſtande * rage and kepe myns owne. 
Dord. in. 

I feare the fatall time now dzaweth on 
Mhen ciupll hate ſhall ende the noble lyne 
Olk kamouſe Brute and of his Ropall ſeede 
Seat lone defende the miſchiefcs nowe at hande 
O that the @Secretarics tviſe aduiſe 
Had erſt ben harde whan he beſought the kynge 
Not to deuide his lande,noz ſende his ſonnes 
4 9 further partes from pzeſence ot his Courts 

K to pelde to them his gouernaunce 

uchs are they nowe in the Ropall thzons 
As was raſhe y rd in Phebxs Carre 
Ne then the klerp ſtedes did dzawe the flame 
With wilder randon thzough the kindledſkies 
Chen traiterous councell now will wherle about 
The pouthfull heads of theſe vnſkilfull kinges, 
But J bereof cheir father will enfozme 
—— rtuerence 4 pL ſhall ſkape 
wing mi iefes,! thei pct are grens 

Ifthishelpe not wa vnto 1 | 
The Piince.thep ple, the deuived — 


AUnsſecundus, Scenaſecunda. 
Poriex, Tyndat, Philander, 


Porrex 


r | 


r r 3 


„rr 


The Tragedle 


Porex 


A Nd is it thus: And doth he ſo pzepare 
Againſt his Bꝛother as his moztall foe? 
And nowe whyle pet his aged father lyues: 
Neither regardes be him: noz fcares he me? 
Warre would he haue: and he ſhall haue it ſa. 


Tyndar, 


I ſawemy ſelfe the great pꝛepared ſfoze 
Of Hoꝛſe, of Armours and of weapons there, 
. Nebzpnge J to my Lozderepoztedtales 
Without the ground of ſcene and ſerched trouths 
Loe ſecrete quarrelles ronne about his Comte 
To bzinge the name of you my Lozde in hate 
Cche man almoſt can nowe debate the cauſg 
And afke a reaſon of ſo great a wzonge, ' 
While he ſo noble and ſo wiſe a Pztnce, 
Js as vnwozthie reſt his Heritage. 
And whte the kinge miſlead by craftſe meanes 
Deuided thus his lande from courſe sf right. 
Lhe wiſer ſozte holde downe their u beades 
Eche man withdzawes from taſke and companie, 
Ot thoſe that haue hen Kirowen to fauour pon. 
To hide the nil their meaninge there. 
Numours are ſpꝛed c atynge dere. 
The Raſeall nomb>es ſkilful ſozts 
Are filled with monſterous tales of you and pours 
In ſecrete J was counſaited by my friendes 
To haſt me thence, and bꝛought you as you know 
Letters from thoſe, that both cart ttuelp t 


And would not wzite vnleſſe they knewe it well. 
| Phil andcr, 
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of Sozboduc. 


Philander, | 

y Loꝛde, pet ere pou nolve bnkindely warre, 

Henve to your Bꝛother to demaunde the cauſe. 

Perhappes ſome traytcrous tale s baue filled his 

w falſe repozts againſt your noble grace: (cares 

Which once diſcloſed Chal ende the growing firite 

Chat cls not ſtaied with wiſe fozeſight in time 

Shall hazarde both pour kingdomes t your lyues: 

Sende to your father eke, he ſhall appeaſe 

Pour kindled mindes, and rid you of this feare. 

Ponex. | 

Kidde me of feare: 3 feart him not at all: 

He will to him, ne to my father ſende 

It daunge r werefo2 one to tarye there 

Thinke pe it ſafely io retourne againe. 

In miſchiefes ſuche as Forex nowe intendes 

Tyhc wented tourteous Lawes to Peſſengers 

Are not obſerued, whiche in iuſt warre they vſe. 

Shall J ſo hazarde any one of mpnez 

Shall 3 betraſe my truſtie friende to hyme 

Chat hath diſcloſed his treaſon vnto me: 

Let him entreate that frares, J feare him nott 

Oz ſhall 3 to the kinge my father ſende- 

Pea and ſende nowe while ſuche a mother lyues 

Chat loucs my Bꝛother and that hateth mee: 

Shall J gene leaſurt by my fonte drlayes 

To fevex to oppꝛeſſe me at bnware? \ 

I u ill not, but 3 will inuadc his Realme 

And ſceke the Traitour d unte within his Court 

Miſchiefe foz milchiefe is a due rewarde. 


Vis wzetched head ſhall pate the wozthie m 


4 


The Tragedte 


Of this his Treaſon and his hate to me 

Shall J abſde,cntreate and ſende and pzxte? 
And holde my yelden thzoate to Traſtoucs knife: 
While J with valiaunt minde 4 conquering faxes 
Dight rid my ſelfe of foes:and winne a Realme, 
Pet rather when J haue the waetches head, 
Than to the king my father will J ſende, 
The booteles caſe may pet appeaſe his wzathz : 
Ik not J will defend me as J maye. 


Philander, 


Loe here the ende of theſe two youthfull kings 
The fathers deth,the reigne of their two cealmes 
O moſt vnhappy ſtate of Counſcllours 
That light on ſo vnhappy Lo des and times 
That neither can their good aduiſe be harde, 

Pet muſt thet beare the blames of pll ſucceſſes 
But J will to the king their father haſte 
Etre this miſchiefe come to that likely ende, 
That if themindefull wꝛath of wzekefull Gads 
Since mightie lion fall not yet appeaſed _ , 
Miti theſe pooze remaant of the 7704495 name | 
Haue not determinedlie vumoued fate | 
Out ofthis Realme to raſe the // ſh Line | 
By good aduiſe, by awe of fathers name 

By tozce of wiſer Lozdes,this kindled hate 
Mape pet be quentched, ere it conſume vs all. 


Chorus; | 
«+ Whan youth not bzidled with a gupding [fate 
Is left to randon of their owne dell got (frates 


And welds wyole Kealmes,by fozce of ſoneraigne 
Ozeat 


© HS. %E 


of Goꝛboduc. 


Gacat is the daunger of bnmailſkred 2rtght 

Leſt Ckillesrage th:owe downe with headlong fal 

{heir lands, their ſtates.theix liues, them ſclucs +4 
(all. 

When growing pꝛide doth fil the ſwelling bꝛeſt 

And gredy luſt doth raiſe the clymbynge minds 

Dh hardlie maye the perill be repꝛeſt, 

Ne keare of angrie Goddes,ne Lawes k'ndc, 1 

Ne Countrie care can fiered hartes reſtrapne LI 44 

N dan fozcc hath armed Enuic and diſdainc. Mg nh 


Whan kinges of foꝛeſet wyll neglecte the rede, 
Ok beſt aduiſe, and velde to pleaſinge tales 
That do their fanſies noyſonte humour feeds 
| Nereaſon, noz regarde of right auailes 
Succedinge heapes of plagues ſhall tcache to late 
Co learne the miſchiekes of miſguydinge ſkate, 


Fobvle fall the Zraitour falſe that vndermines 
Che loue of Bꝛethzene to deſtrope them bothe 
Ao to the Pꝛince, that pliant care enclynes, 
And peldes his minde to poyſonous tale, þfloweth 
From flatterynge mouth, 4 wo to w2etched lande 
That waſts it ſelfe with ctupll \wo2de in handc, 
Loe, thus it is popſon in golde to take, 

And holſome dzinke in homely Cuppe ſozlake, 


C The oꝛder and ſignititation of the 
dome lhewc beloze the thirde Act, 


CFirſte the Puſicke of Fluites began to'playe, 
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The Tragedie 


during which came in vpon the Stage a compal 
nyc of Mourners all clad in blacke betokeninge 
Death and ſoꝛowe to enſue vpon the yll aduiſed 
48 milgouernement and diſcentron of Bzetherne, 
as befel vpon the Murder of Cee by his ponger 
4329ther . After the Pourners had paſſed thzyſe 
about the ſtage, tqei departed, and than the Pu⸗ 
ſicker ceaſed. 


A (Fus tert'us, Scendfriimdy 


Corboduc, Enbulns, Arostus. Vhilender, Nuntius, 


Corbo ſuc. 
Cruell fates, O windfall wzath of Goddes, 
whoſe begcaſice neither u ſtreined ſtrea⸗ 
jel Flowingw blood of 7044, Pzinces flatne (mes 
14 Noz ?/yyz/4n fieldes made rancke w Cozpſes dead 
Of A ſian kynges and Loꝛdes can yet appeaſe, 
Ne llauggter of unhappie ?ry.cms race 
No2 /tions fall made leuell with the lotle, 
Can pet ſaffice:but ſtill continued rage, 
Purſue our lpues and from the kartheſt Seas 
Doth chaſt the iſſues of diſtroped Froyc: 
Oh no man happie, tyll his ende be ſcene, 
If any flowyng wealth and ſeemynge Jope 
In pꝛeſent peresmight make a happy wigyt, 
Mappie was Hecuba the wofulleſt wzetcge 
That euer lpued to make a Pyꝛrour of 
And happte 27 with his noble ſonnes, 
And happie J till nowe. Alas, J ſee 


£ 


Ct GD2VODUC, 


And feele my mol? vnhappie wzetchednes: 
Beholde my Logdes,reade ye this Letter here 
Loe it tonteines the rupne of our Kealme 
Af timelie ſpeede pꝛouide not haſtie helpe 
pet (O pe Soddes) if euer wofull kynge 
Might moue pou kings of kingcs, wzeke it on nic 
And on my Sonnes, not on ths giltles Realme. 
Sende down your waſting flames from wzathtul 
To rene me my ſones the hateful bzcath (ſkics 
Reade,reade mp Loꝛdes:this ts the matter whis 
J called pe nowe to haue your good aduple.. 


C: Lhe Letter from Dora» the 
Counſellour of the elder Paince. 


Erubulusteadcth the Letter. 
M Soueraigne Lozd, what J am loth to waits 


But lotheſt am to ſee, that I am foꝛced 
By Letters nowe to make pou endertande 
Pp Lo2d Ferrex pour eldeſt ſonne miſlead 
By Traitours framde of pong bntemp2ed wittes 
Allembleth fozce againft paur ponger lonne, 
Ne can my Counſcll yet witchdꝛawe the heate 
And kurpous pang:s oi his enflamed head: 
Diſoatne(ſaieth he) of his (wheritaunce 
Armes him to wzcke the great pretended wzonge 
UAith clupll ſwod vpon his B2others life, 
If p2elent helpe do not reſtcaine this rage 
C is flame will watt pour ſ3ncs,your land 4 pou, 

Pour Paicities faithfull and moſt 
bumble Subiecte Dordan, 
C.. nne, 
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The Tiggedie 
A 1 
Uing, appeaſt your griefe g ſtale your plaint 
Gꝛeat is the matter and a wofull caſe 

But timely knowledge mape bzinge timely 


Sende let the both vnto pour pꝛeſence here (help 


The reuerence of pour honour age and ſtate 
Pour graue aduiſe, the awe of fathers name 
Shall guickelic knit againe this bzoken prece: 
And ik in either of mp Lozdes pour ſonnes 
Be ſuche vntamed and vnyelding pzide 
As will not bende vnto your noble Heftes. 
If Forex the elder ſonne can beare no pecre, 
Oꝛ Porrex not content, aſpires to moꝛe 
Then pou him gaue, abone his Natine right: 
Jovne with the iuſter ſide, ſo ſhall you fozce 
Them to agree:and holde the Lande in ſtaie. 
Eubuluc, 

TUhat meancth this: Loc ponder comes in haſt 

?ilaader from my Lozd pour ponger ſonne. 


Gerboduc, 
The Goddes ſende toyfull ncwes, 
Pander. 
The mightie 1c 
Pꝛeſerue pour Maieſtie, O noble kinge. 
Gorboduc. 
?hil.-mder,welcome : But how doth my ſonnec? 
 Philander. 


Pour ſonne, ſir, lpues and healthie J him left: 
But pet (O kinae) this want of luſtfull health 
Could not be half ſo griefefull to your OGzace, 


As theſe moſt wzetchev tidynges that J bzpnge. 
Co, boduc 
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of Go2boduc, 


Gor {204 'u Cs 

O heauens yet moze-no ende of woes to tices 

Philander, 

Tyndar,D kyng, came lately from the Courte 
Of Ferrex, to my Loꝛde pour ponger ſome, 
And made repoꝛte ot great pꝛepared ſtoꝛc 
Ok tyarre,and ſaith that it is whollic ment 
Againſt Porrex fo2 highe diſdaine that he 
L pues notve a kynge and cgall in degree 
Mtb him, that claimeth to ſuccede the wholc. 
As by due title of diſcendinge rigrt | 
Porrex is nawe ſo (et on flamynge irc, 
Partely with kindled rage ok cruell w2athe, 
Partsly with hope to gaine a Kealme ther bp, 
Chat he in haſte pꝛepareth to inuade 
72:8 Bꝛothers Lande, and with vnk:ndely warrs 
Thꝛeatens the murder of pour elder ſonne, 
— coulde J him perſwade that firſt he ſhould 

ende ta his Bꝛother to demaunde the cauſe, 
Noꝛ pet to pou to ſkate his hatetull ftrife. 
Wherfoze ſithe there no moe J can be harde, 
I tome mp ſclfc nowe to enfozute pour Gꝛace: 
And to beſeche pou, as pou loue the licke 
And ſatetie of pour Childꝛen and pour Nealme. 
Nowe to emploie pour wiſoome and pour fozce 
To ſtaie this miſchteke ere it be to late. 

Corboduc. | | 

Are thei in Armes: would he not ſende fo; me 

Is this thc honour ofa Fathers name? 
In vaine we trauaile to aſwage their mindes 
As if their hartes whome neither Bꝛothers loue 
C. ut. Had 
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The Tragedie 


Noz Fathers awe,no2 kingdomes care tan moue 
Dur Coũſels could withdꝛawe from ragyng heat 
ove ſlaye them both. and ende the curſed Lyne 
Foz though perhappes fear of ſuche mightie toꝛce 
As Imp Lords, iopned with pour noble Aides 
Mape pet raiſe, all repꝛeſſe their pꝛeſent heate, 
Lye ſecrete grudge and malyce will remayne 
Che fire not quentched, but kept in cloſe reſtraint 
Fead ſtil within, bꝛeakes fo2th wity double flame 
Their death and mine mult peaze the angrie gods 
Philander. 

Pelde not, © king, ſo muche to weake diſpater 
Pour ſonnes yet lyyc,and long J truſt, they ſhall: 
Pf fates had taken pou from carthly life 
Befoze begynning of this ciupll Erifs: 
Perhaps pour ſonnes in their vamaiſtered youth, 
Loſe from regarde ot any lpupng wigbt, 

Molde ronne on headlonge, with bnbzidled Race 
To their owne death and ruine af this Kealme. 
But ſith thy Gods that haue the ci re fo kinges, 
Ol thinges and times diſpole the oꝛder la 

Tbat in pour life thts kindled flame b2eakes fozth 
NA hile pet pour lyfe, pour lolſdome t pour power, 
Mape ſtaie the growing miſchieke, and repzeſſe 
Tye fierie blaze of their inkindled heate 

t ſcemes, and ſo pe ought to der me therof, 

That louyng 1-«c hath tempꝛed ſo the time 

Of this debate to happen in pour dates | 
Chat you pet lynpnge maye the ſame appeaze, 
And adde it to the glozie of pour latter age 
And they your ſonnes mayelearne to liue 


in peace 
Beware 
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Beware (O kyngc\ the greateſt harme of all, 
Lo{t by pour wapleful plaints your haſtened death 
Melde larger roume vnto their growyng rage: 
zeſerue pour lyfe,the anely hope of ſtatic; 
nd if pour highnes herein lift to vſe 
M iſdome oꝛ foꝛce, Counſell oz knightly aide: 
Loe we our perſons, powers and lyues are your, 
Uſe vs tyll Death, O king, we axe your owne. 
Eubulut. 
Loe hers the perill that was erſt faꝛſene 
MA hen pou, (O king) did firlk deulde your Lande 
And pelde pour pꝛeſent raigne vnto your ſonnes. 
put vowe (O noble Pance)nowe is no time e 
To waple and plaine, and waſt pour wokull lyfe,, 
Noue ia the time foz pꝛeſent good aduiſe, 
Soo we doth darke the Judgement of the wytts 
The Hart bnbzoken andthe courage free 
From fcbic faintnes of booteles diſpaier 
Doth either roſe to ſafetie oz renowme 
By noble valure of bnuanquiſſhed minde 
7 pet doth periſhe in moze happie ſozte 
our Gzace mape ſende to. either of pour ſonnes 
Dome one bath wiſe and noble perſonage, 
Which with gaod. counſel t with weigytie name 
Ok father ſhall pꝛeſent befoze theirepes. 
pour beft,yaqur licfe, paux ſafetis and their olone 
be pꝛeſent miſchiefe of their deadlie ſtrife 
And in the wulle, aſſemble pauthe fozce 
Whiche pour Chmaundement aud the ſpedie hack 
f all my Lo2des here pꝛeſent can paepares 
he terrour of your mightic power ſhall eye | 
C. ul. * ThT 
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The Ttagedie 
be rage of bothe, oꝛ pet of ont at leſl. 


Nunti s,. 
O King the greatett griefe that euer Pꝛince dyd 
did tell, (dere 


That cuer wofull 

That euer wzetched Lande bath ſene befoze 

I bꝛynge to port. Porr-ex pour ponger ſonne 

With ſoden fozce,inuaded hath the lande 

That yon to Ferrex did allotte to rule: 

And with his owne moſt bloudte hande he hatb 

Vis Bzother 3 doth poſſeſſe bis Realme, 
Corboduc 5 

© Heanes ſcnddown the flames of your reuenge, 

Deſtroie J ſaie wftaſthe of wzekefull fier 

The Traitour ſonne, and than the w2etched ſire: 

But let vs go, that pet perhappes J maye 

Die with * peaze the batefull gods. 

Chorus. 

Che luſt of kingdomes knowes no ſacred faithe 

Ho rule of Reaſon,no regarde of right 

No kindlie loue, no feare of heauens wzathe: 

But with contempt of Goddes, and mans deſpite, 

Though blodie ſlaugiter doth pꝛepare the wa ieg 

Do fatall Scepter and aeturſed reigne. 

The ſonne ſo lothes the fathers lin ge dales. 

Ne dꝛeades his hand in Bothers blode to tatne 

O wzetched ÞPztnce,ne doeſt thou pet recozdde 

The pet e Purthers done within the Lande 

Ol thie fozefathers, when the cruell ſwozde 

Bereft 2407542 his oe with C 4 bande? 

— fatall p 


of Gozboduc, 


Alkes venge aunte befoze the heauens face, 
UA ith endics miſchiefes on the curſcd bzoode. 
The wicked childe this bꝛinges to wofull Sier 
Tye mournefull plaintes to waſt his wery life: 
Thus do the truell flames of Ctupll ficr 
Deſtrope the parted reigne with hatcfull ſtrife 
Ind hence doth ſpꝛing the well fro which doth flo: 
The dead black ſtreames of monrmngs, plaints : 
\ wor. 
¶ The o2dcr and ſignification of the | 
dome ſhewe befoze the fourth Acte. 


CFirf the Puſick of Howeboics began to plaie, 
ge whiche there came fozth from vnder the 


Stage, as thoughe out of Hell thzee Furics. + 
N c pbene clad in blacke garments 

ſpꝛinkled with bloud x flames, thetr bodies girt 
wifh\nakes.thrir heds ſpꝛead with Scrpents in 
ſteade gf hcare,the 4 braringe in ber hande a 


Snake, the other a whip, + the thirde a burning 
＋ ee che dai ace e befozethem a kyngc 
u Nucene, wh ued by Furies vnna⸗ 


tutallpe bad flaine 1 owne 5 The 
names qt the kings x Queenes were theſe. 7 az- 
""fraltis »Medes, At hamas,Ino, C.mbiſcs, Altber, ał- 

ter that rhe: Fortes and theſe had paſſed ab ute 
che Sta ſe, they departed 4 than the Pu⸗ 
ſicke ceaſed:hereby was ſigniffcd the bnuatutall 
Punrders to fdllowe, that is tu fate, Pomcx ſlaiue 
by dis owne Mother. And ol king Gorboduc aud 


' Queens J iden, killed by their owne wublectes. 
C. v. > off (? ue 


The Tragedte 


Anus tus. Scena prima. 


V iden fol 4s 


* 


V iden, | 
V Uhy Hould J lyuc and lynger raxth ir] time 


In langer 22 to double my diſtreſſe: 
O me molt wokull tight whome no miſhap 
L onge ere this daie tould haut bereued benge. 
— not theſe handes by foztune oz by fate, 
Haue perſt this beſt and life with Iron rekt, 
Oz in this Pallaice here where A fo — 


Daue ſpent my daics,could not that h ure* 
 Ones,oncs have hapt T which theſe wie mes 
Tlitb death by fall might haue oppzeſted me 


Oꝛ ſhould nat this molt hard and crucll ſoile, 
So ekt \therc J baue pꝛeſt mp wzctched ſteps 
Somtyme Had ruthe ofarpne accurſed lteke,. . 
Ta teme in twaint and ſallowemetberin, 
So had wy bones poſſelfed nowe in pente 
Cbeir bappte graue within thecloſev grounne 
And gr woꝛmeg had gnawen this pyned hart 
NA itdaut my feelynge pattie: So ſhuldg not nawe 
This lpuynge bzeſt remayne the duthetun tombe 
UWrherinmy hart yelden ta death is graued: 
8 thoughts with panges of pining grierte 
rg efull minde bad not afflictey —3 
elboed ſanne: O my ſwete chil 
1 Ferrex p Tore. my lues delygbt. 
my welbelgued onne, us my ſweete chude 
deare Ferrex, my Jove,my pues delight * 
4 Purdered 


LE TT Y% 


of Soꝛboduc. 


Purdered with cruell death? O hatefull (w2etche, 
O hepnous Traptour botde to heauen and earth, 
Thou Porrex, thou this damned dede haſt wzought 
Thoy Porrcx,tyou ſhalt dearcly abye the ſame, 
tour to kinne and kinde, to Sire and me, 

To thyne alone kleſihe, and Traitour to thy ſelle 
The Gods on the in hell hall wzeke their wzatb, 
And here in earth this hand ſhall take reuenge 

On the Parry ex, thou kalſe And captif C wight 5 

If akter blode, ſo eigre were thy thirſt 

And Purderous minde had ſo poſſeſſed thee, 

If ſuche hard hart of Nocke and ſtonte Flint 

L pued in thy bzeſt, that nothing elles could like 

Thy cruell Tpzantes thought but death 4 bloode 

V ild ſauage beaſts mought not p ſlaughter ſerue 

To kede thy gredie will, and in the myddeſt 

Ok their entrailes to ſtaine thy deadlie handes 

With blode deſerued, and dzinke therof thy kyll: 

Oz it nought els but death and bloud of man 

WPought pleaſe thy luſt, could none in E 0 land 

Mhoſe bart he tozne out of his loupng bzeſt 

With thine owne hand, oz wozk what death thou 

Suffice to make a Dacrifice to appeaze (woldeſt 

That deadlie minde r murderous thought in the: 

But he who in thc ſelf ſame wombe was w2apped 

UW here thou in diſmall hower receiuedſt life? 

Oz il nodes, nedes thic hand muſt laughter make 
oughtſf thou not haue reached a mo2tall wound 
w thy ſwoꝛde haue perled this curſed womb: 
5 the accurſed Purrcx bzought to lygbi: 

md geuen me aiuſt rewarde thrrfoze, 
| Bo 


The Tragedie 


Do Fc/7cx,if ſwete life monght haue cnſoped 
And to his aged father comfozt bꝛought, 
w ſome pong ſonne in whom thet both mi ght liue 
But wherevnto waſt 3 this ruthefull ſpeche? 
To the that haſt thy bꝛothers bloud thus ſhed + 
Shall Jffil think p from this womb thou ſpꝛonge 
That J thee bare: oꝛ take thee foʒ my ſonnt: 
No Traptour, no: J the refuſe foz mine, 6 
Murderer 3 thee renounce, thou art not mine: 
Neuer, O wꝛetche, this wombe conceued thee, 
No2ncuer bode J patnefull thꝛowes fo2 thee: 
Changeling to me thou art, and not my childe 
Noz to no wight, that ſparke of pytie knewe, 
tinthcles,vnkind, Ponſter of Natures wozke. 
Thou neuer ſuckte the milke of womans bꝛeaſte 
But from thy birth the cruell Tigres teates 
Baue nurſed, noz pet offleſſhe and bloud 
Foz:medis thy hart, but of hard Jron wzought. 
And wilde and deſert woods bꝛeade thee to lyfe: 
But canſt thou hope to ſcape my iuſt renenge- 
Oꝛ that theſe handes will not be w2ooke on thee? 
Doeſt thou not knowe that Ferrex mother lypues 
That loued him moꝛe dearelie then her ſelfe- 
And doth ſhe lyue, and is not venged on ther: 


A (Tus quartus, Sena ſecunda. 


Gorboduc, Avofins Eubulus. Porrex, Marcella, 


Gorbodwc. 4 


E marueyle muche wherto this e 
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Falles out ſo longe: Por7cx vnto our Courte 

Bp oꝛder of our Letters is retourned 

And Eubalus retepued from vs by heſt 

At his arriuale here to geue him charge 

Befoze our pꝛeſente ſtreight to make repaire 

And pet we haue no wozde wherot he ſtates, 
A roittus 

Loe where he comes and Eubulus with hym. 
Eubulns, 

Accoꝛdynge to your highnes heſt to me 
Here haue J ?orrcx bzought euen in ſuche ſozt 
As from his weried Hoꝛſe be did alighte, | 
Foz that pour Gzace did will ſuche haſte therein. 

Gorboduc, 

We like and pꝛaiſe this ſpedie wyll in pou 
To woꝛke the thing that to your charge we gau 
Vorrex, it we ſo farre ſhulde ſwarue from kunde, | 
Andfro theſe bounds which lawes of Nature ſets ) 
As thou haſt done by vile and wꝛetched deede 
In cruell murder of thy Bꝛothers life, | 
ur pzeſcnt hande coulde ſtaie no lenger tyme, 

But ſtreight ſhuld bathe this blade in blous of the 

As tuft reuenge of thy deteſted cryme. | Ke 

No: we ſhuld not offende the lawe of kinde, 15 
It nowe this ſwoꝛde of ours did ſlate thee here: iN 
Foz thou haſt murdered him whoſc heinous death 
Euen Naturesfozce doth moue vs toreuenge 

By bloud againc: But Juſtice foꝛceth vs 

To meaſure Death foz Death, thp due deſerte, 
Pet ſithens thou art our childe, and ſithe as pet 
In this harde caſe what woꝛde thou cauſt alledge 
103 


Cr ragte 


#0: thy defence, by vs bath not ben harde 
Ae are content to ſtaie our wyll foz that 
NAhiche Juſtice biddes vs pꝛeſently to worke: 
And geue the leaue to ſe thie ſpeache at full 
It out ty0u haue to lapꝑe foꝛ thine excuſc. 
Por ex. 

Neither O kyng, J can oz wyll dente 
But that this hande from Fe/ex lyfe hath rekt: 
Which fact how much mp doleful hart doth walls 
Oh would it moug/t as full appeare to ſight 
As in warde griefe doth pow2e it fozth to me, 
Do yet perhappes if ener ruthefull hart 
Melting in teares within a manlie bꝛeaſt 
Thꝛoughe depe repentaunce ot his bloudie facte 
It euer gricke, i cuer wołull man Ne 
Pight moue regreite with ſoꝛowe of his fault, 
T think? the tozment of mp mournefull caſe 
Lnowen to pour grace, as J do feele the ſame, 
UWouldefo2ce even w2ath her ſelfeto pytie mee. 
But as the water troubled witg the mudde 
Shewes not the face whiche els the eye ſhulde ſees 
Euen ſo pour Jrefuil minde with ſtirred thought, 
Can not ſo perfectly diſcerne my cauſe. 
But this vnhappe, emongſt ſo many heapes 
I mult content me with, moft wzctched men, 
That to my ſelfe J muſt referre my woe . 
In pynynge thoughts of myne accurſed kacte: 
Sithens J map nat ſhewe here my ſntalleſt griefe 
Suche as it is, and as my bꝛeaſt endures, 
TAHhichey eſteme the greateſt myſerie 
Ok all miſhappes that Foztune nowe can ſende, 


Not 


of Gozboduc. 


Not that 3 reft in hope ivith plaints and tearca 
Should purchaſe life:foz to the Goddes J clepe 
F892 true recodde of this my faithful ſpeache, 
Heuer this harte ſhall haue the thoughttull dzcave 
To die the death that by your Gzaces dome 
By iuſt deſarte,ſhalbc pzonounced to mee: 
Noz neuer ſhal this tongue ones ſpend this ſptche 
Par don to craue,02 ſeeke by ſute to lyue: 
I meant not this as though J were not touchde 
With care ot dꝛeadfull death, oʒ that J helde 
Lyfe in contempt:but that J knowe,tye mynde 
Stoupes to no dzeade, although the fleſh be fraue, 
And koꝛ my gilt,J pelde the ſame ſo great 
As in my ſelke à finde a feare to ſuc 
Fo} graunte of lyfe. 
Gorboduc, 
In vayne, O wwzctchetheu ſhewek 
A wofull harte;*ex nowe lots in graue, 
Slame by thy bande. 


Po, »C.X. 


| pet this, O father, heard: 
Andtban J ende: our Paicſtie well kiiowes, 
That whan my B2other Fe1ex and mp ſelle 
Vy pour obne heſt were loyned in goternaunce 
Ot thls pour Ozaces Kealme of Brutayre Lande 
J neuer ſought no2 trauaplled foꝛ the ſame, 
Noz by ny ſelfe, oʒ by no ſrende J wzought, 
But from your htghnes will alone it ſpꝛonge, 
Or ybur moſt gracious goodnes bent to me. 
But howe my 1S2others hart cucn than rrpmed 
uh ſwollen dildaine again mine egali rule 


Stinge 
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Seing that RKealme, which by diſcent chuld grow 
A hollie to him, allotted halfc to me? 
Euen in your highnes Court he nowe remapnes, 
And with my Bꝛother than in neare ſt plate 
ho tan reto de, what pzoofe therof was ſhewve 
And how mp bzothers enutons hart apptarde 
Pet J that tudged it my parte toſceke 
His fauour and good will, and lothe to make 
Your highnes knowe, the thing which ſhuld haue 
Gaiefto yonr grace, pour offece to him (bzonghe 
Hopyng by earneff ſuite ſhuld ſoone haue wonne 
A loupnge hart within a Bzothers bzeſl 
W?2ought in that ſozte that foꝛ a pieaoge of lone 
And faithfull hart, he gate to me his hate, 
This made me thinke, that he had baniſſhed quite 
All rancour from his thoug dt and bare to me 
Suche hartie loue, as J did owe to him: 
But after once we left pour & :aces Coutt 
And from pour highnes pꝛeſence liued aparte 
g This egall rule ſtill, ſtul did grudge him ſo 
| That nowe thofe Cnutous ſparltes which erſt la 
In lyuing cinde rs of dffſemblynge bzeff, (rake 
Kindled ſofarre within his hartes diſdalne 
That longer tould he not refraine front pzdoke 
Ol ſecrete pꝛactiſe to depʒiue me life 
By Poyſons foꝛtce, and had bereft me (0, 
Jfmyne owne @eruaunt hired to this kfarr 
And mouedby tronthe w hate to wozke the ſatire, 
Jn time had not bew2aled it vnto mee; 
M han thus J (awe the knot es | 
All honeſt League ä pꝛomiſe bzoke 
The 
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The Lawe of kind and trothe thus rent in twaine 

His bart on miſchiefeſet,and in bis bꝛeſt 

Blacke treaſon hid then, then did J diſpaicr 

That euer tyme coulde wynne him frende to me 

Chan ſawe J howe he ſmyled with ſlaping knife 

UW ;apped vnder cloke, then ſawe J depe decetite- 

Lurke in his face and death pzepared foz mec- 

Cuen nature moued me than to holde my lyfe 

Moꝛe deare to me than his and bad this hande 

Since bp his lyfe my death muſt nedes enſue, 

And by his death my lyfe to be pꝛeſerued: 

To ſhedhis bloud, and ſeeke my ſaketie ſo. 

And wiſdome willed me without pzotracte 

In ſpedie wiſe to put the ſame in vze. 

Thus haue J tolde the cauſe that moued me 

To wozke my Bzothers death and ſo J pelds 

Py lyke, my death to iudgement of your grace. 
Corboduc, 

Oh cruell wight,ſhulde any cauſe p:cuaile 
To make the ſtaine thy hands with bzothers blod 
But what of thee we will reſolue to doe | 
Shal pet remainc vuknowen: Thou in the meant 
Shalt from our ropall pꝛeſence banyſhed be 
Untill our Pꝛʒincelp pleaſure furder ſhall . 

To the be ſhewed, departe therfoze our ſight. 
Accurſed childe. What cruell deſtenie 
What frowarde fate hath ſozted vs this chaunte 
Chat euen in thoſe, where we ſhuld comfozt find 
Where our delight nowe in our aged dates 
Shulde reſt and be,euen there our onelic grieke 
And depeſt ſozro woes to abzidge our liefe, 
17 Molt 
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Molt pynyng cares and deadlie thoughts do graue. 

Axoctus. (yours 
Pour G2ace ſhuld now in theſe graue yeres of 

Haue founde ere this the pꝛice of maztall Joycs, 

Howe ſhoꝛte they be, howe fadpng heare in earth 

Howe full of chaunge, ho we Bꝛittle our eſtate, 

Ok nothynge ſure, ſaue onelp of the Death, 

Co whome both man and all the wozlde doth owe 

Their ende at laſt, neither ſhall natures power 

In other ſoꝛte againſt pour harte pꝛeuaple, 

Than as the naked hande whoſe ſtroke aſſayes 

The Armed bꝛeaſt where foꝛce doth light in vaing 
Gorboduc, 3 | 

Pany can pelde right graue and ſage aduiſe 

Ok patient ſpꝛite to others wzapped in woe, 

And can in ſpeache both rule and conquere kinde, 

Who if by pzoofe, they might feele natures fozce, 

Mold ſhewe them ſelues men as thei are in dede, 

which now wil nedes be gods: but what doth mes 

The ſozy chere of her that here doth come? (ant 
Marcella. 

Oh where is ruthe⸗ oꝛ where is pytie nowe? 

Whether is gentle harte and mercie fled? 

Arc they exiled out of our ſtony bzeaſts 

Neucr to make retourne:is all the woꝛlde 

Dꝛobuned in bloode, and ſoncke in crueltie? 

I not in women mertie mape be founde 

It not (alas) within the mothers bzeſt 

To her owne childe, to her owne fleſſhe and blood 

Af ruthe be baniſſhed thence, if pytit there 

Pape haue no place, ii there no gentle harte 


of 602boduc, 


Po lyue and dwell, where ſhuld we ſceke lt than⸗ 
ae e 
Madame (alas) what meanes pour woful tale? 
Marcella. 
O ſillte woman J,why to this howze, 
you kinde and foztune thus deferred my bzcathe 
That J ſhuld lpue to ſee this dolefyll daye 
Will euer wight beleue that ſuche harde harte 
Couldereſt within the cruell mothers bzeaſt e, 
With her owne hande to ſlaye her onelp ſonnee 
But out (alas) theſe eyes behelde the ſame, 
Lhey (awe the dzierp ſight, and are become 
Moſt ruthfull recozdes of the bloodie facte, 
Porrex,(alas)is by his mother ſlapne, 
And with her hand a wofull thpnge to tell, 
While ſlomberinge on bis carcfull bed he reffes 
His hart ſtalde in with kniete is reft of life. 
Cor bocluc. 
O E«bulus, oh dzawe this ſwoꝛde of ours, 
And perce this hart with ſpeede, O hatefull light, 
O lothſome lieke, © ſweetc and welcome Death, 
Dere Eubulus wozke this we thee beſeche. 
Enbulns. 
Patient your Gꝛace, perhappes he lineth pet. 
W ith wounde receued, but not of certayne death, 
Gorboduc, 
O let vs than repaier, vnto the place, 
And ſee if that Po cx, oz thus be ſlaine. 
Marcella, 
Alas he lineth not, it is to true. 
* with theſe eies of bum a pereles Painee, 
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The Tragedſe 


Sonne fo a Ning, and in the flower ofyouth, 
Euen with a twinke a cenſeles ſtocke J ſawe. 
Arortus 
O dampned deed, 
„ 
Vut heare this ruthefull ende. 
Tde noble Pzince perſt with the ſodeine wounde 
Out bf his wzetched ſlombze haſtelie ftarte 
Whoſe ſtrẽgth now failyng ſtreight he ouerthaew- 
TUhen in the fall his eyes euen newe vncloſed - 
Behelde the Nuene and cryed to her foz helpe 
Me then, alas, the Ladies whiche that tyme 
Did there attende,ſepnge that heynons deede 
And hearing him oft call the wzetched nams 
Ok mother, and to crie to her fe Aide 
M hoſe dircfall hand gaue him the moztal vonn 
itiena, (alas, foʒ nouxht els could we do) 
is ruthefull ende, ranne to the wofull bedde 
Diſpoyled ſtreight bis bꝛeſt, and all we might 
wyped in vaine with napkyns nert at hande, * 
Lye ſodeine ftreames of blood that fluſhed kalt 
lH Out of the gaping wounde: O what alboke, 
1 O what a ruthefull tedfaſt eye me thought 
He fired vpon my face,whiche to my deathe 
will neuer parte fro me, when with a bade 
Adeepe fet ſigge he gaue and therewith all 
Claſpinge his handes, to heauen be calf his ſigbt, 
And ſtreight pale oeach pzeſpng within bis face - 
Te flyinge ghoſte his moztall coʒps fozſooke, 
 Arvoftus. 
Neuer did age bzing fozth ſo vile a fact 
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E. - 
Marcella. 


ol Gozbodut. 


Marcella. 
O harde and cruell happe, that thus aſſigned 
Unts ſo wozthie a wighte ſo wꝛetched ende 
But moſt harde cruell harte, that coulde conſent 
To lende the bhatcfnll deſtenies that hande | 
By whiche,alas,ſo hepnous cryme was wzoughts 
O Nueene of Adamante, O Parble bzeaſte 
If not the fauour of his comelie face, 
If not bis Patncelie chere and countennnce, 
Dis valiant Actiue Armes, his manlie bz:aſke, 
If not his faier and ſemelie perſonage 
His noble Lymmes in ſuche pzeparacſon caſte 
As would haue wꝛapped a ſillie womans tagight- 
It this mought not haue moued the bloodie harte 
And that moſt crueli hande the w2zetczed weapon 
Euen to let fall, and kiſte him in the face. 
With teares foz ruthe to reaue ſuche one by death 
Should nature pet conſent to ſlape her ſonne 
O mother, thou to murder thus thie childe 
Euen lone with Juſtice muſk w lightening flames 
rom heauen ſend down ſome ſtrange reuenge on 
h noble Pzince,how oft haue J beheld (thee. 
Lheemounted on thy fierce and traumpling ſtede 
Shyning in Armour bꝛigbt befoze the Tylte - 
And with thy Piltrefle Sleave tied on thy Helme 
And charge thy Caffe ta pleaſe thy Ladies eie 
- That bawed the bead of thy frendly foe, 
Howe oft in Armes on bozſe to bende the Mace 
Howe oft in Armes on foote to bzcake the ſwoꝛde, 
Wotche neutt nowe * = mer“ againe. 
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The Tragedis 


Aoctus. 

Madame, alas, in vaine theſe plaints are ſhed, 
Rather with me departe and helpe toaſwage, 
The thoughtfull griefes that in the aged kings 
Muſt nedes by nature growe by death of this 
Su onelic ſonne, whome he did holde ſo deare. 

' Marcella, 

What wight is that whiche ſawe that J did ſee 
And could refraine to waile with plainte 4 teares 
Not J, alas, that harte is not in me, 

But let vs goe,fo2 J am greued anewe, 
To call to minde the wzetched fathers woe. 
Chorus. 

M han gr2die luſt in Ropall ſeate to reigne 
Hath reft all care of goddes and eke of men, 
And cruell hart, wzathe, Treaſon and dildaine 
Within the amhicious bzeaſt are lodged then 
Beholde howe mifchtefe wide her ſelfe diſplales 
And with the bzothers bande the bzother ſlaies. 


M hen blood thus ſhed, doth ſtaine this heauens 
Crying to /-»%e fa2 vengeaunce ot the deede, (face 
The mightie God euen moueth from his place 
Alith wzathe to wzcke, then ſendes he fozth with 
The dzeadful furies, daughters of p night (ſpede 
Mith Serpents girt, carping the whip of Jre, 
ZU ith heare of ſtinging ſnakes and ſhining bꝛigbt 
With flames and blood, and with a bzande of fire: 
Theſe fo; reuenge of wzetched Purder done 


Do make the Pother kill her onelic ſonne. 
50 30 z5lods 


dt Gozbodue, 


Blood aſketh blood,x death muff death requite 
Joue by his iuſt and euerlaſting dome 
Juffly hath euer ſo requited it 
Wheſe times befoze recoꝛde, and tymes to come, 
Shall finde it true, and ſo doth pꝛeſent pzooke, 
Pꝛeſent befozs our eies foz our hehoofe, 


O bappie wight that ſuffres not the ſnare 
Df murderous minde to tangle him in bloodes 
And happie be that can in time beware 
By others harmes and tourne it to his goods 
But wo to him that fearing not to offende 
Doth ſerue his luſt, and will not ſee the ende. 
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¶ The o2der and ſigniłication ofthe 
dome ſhews befoze the fifthe Acte. 


CFirlke the Dꝛommes and Fluſites , beganne to 
ſounde,durynge whiche there came fooꝛth vpon 
the Stage a companic of Bargabuſiers and of 
Armed men all in o2der of Battaile. Theſe 
after their Peeces diſcharged , and that the Ar⸗ 
med men had thzee tymes marched aboute the 
Stage, departed, and then the D2ommes and 
Fluits did ceaſe. Berebp was ſignified tumults, 
rebellions , Armes and cluyll warres ta falowe, 
as fel in the Realme of great Brac i,, which by 
the ſpace of fiftie yeares and maze continued in 
tiupll warre betwene the Nobplytie after the 
death of king Gerleducyt oO Tues,fo; * 


The Tragedie 


of certayne lymitacion in tbe Succeſſion of ths 
Crowne,til! the time of Dwunwalls Molmutins, 
who reduced the Lande to Ponarche. 


A tus quintus, Scena prima, 


Tlotyn, Mandud. Gwenard. en Eubalug, 


* 


Clotyn. 
D Id euer age bung koꝛth ſuch Tirants hartes 
Lhe Bꝛother bath bereft the Bzotbers lyfe 
The Mother ſhe hath died her cruel! — 
In blond of her owne ſonne,and nowe at laſt 
The people loe fozgettyng trouthe and loue, 
Contemnynge quite both Lawe and lopall harte 
Cuen thep haue ſlayne their ſoueraigne Lozd and 
Mandud, (Quene. 
Shall this their trapterous crime bnpuniſhed re 
Euen pet they ceaſe not. carped out with rage, 
n their rebellious routes, to thzeaten ſtil 
newe bloode ſhedde vnto the Pzinces kinne 
To ſlaie them all, and to vp2oote the racs | 
Both of the kyng and Nucene, ſo are they moned 
With Porrexdeathe,wherin they fatſelpcharge 
The giltles kinge without defarte at all 
And tratteronſtte haue murdered him n 
And rae the Qurene. 
|  GCwcnard. 
Shall Sublectes dare with foxes | 
To wozke reuenge vpon their Painces facte? 
. Admyt tbe wozlt that maye:as ſurein this 


of Godbodue, 


be dede was fowle,the Nuene to ſlate her fare 
Shall yet the Subiecte ſeeke to take the ſwoꝛde⸗ 
Ariſe agaynſt his Lo2de,andſlaie his kynge- 
D wyetched Tate, where thoſe rcbellious hartes 
Are not rent out euen from their lpupnge bꝛeaſts 
And with the bodie thzowen vnto the Fowles 
As Carrion — terrour of the reft. 
erfuns, 

Where can no puniſchement be thought to greate 
Foz; this ſo greuous cryme let ſpede therf028 
Be vſed thextn foz it behoueth fo. 
Fubulus, 
Pe all mpyLo2des I ſec conſent in one 
AndJ as one conſent with pe in all: 
P holde it moze than nede with the ſharpeff Laws 
To puniſche the tumultuous bloodic rage 
oz nothynge moze maye ſhake the cõmen ſtate 
han ſufferaunce of Upzoares without — 
N herby bow ſome kingdomes of mightie po 
arias Conqueſtes made, and — 

n fame and wealth haue ben to rupne bzought 
4 4— to ſoue that we map rather waple 

—＋. them than witnes in our ſelues 
5 full th the Duke my minde agrees 
Chat no canſe ſerues, wherby the Sublect maype 
Call fo accompt the doynges of his Pzinee, 
Soms leſſe in bloode by ſwozde to wozke reuenge 
0 


moze then maye the hande tut of the heade, 
Acte noz ſpeache,no:not in ſecrete thoughts 
The Subictt mape rebell againſt his Lozde ! 
"©: nn him thar _—_ in Ccaſers ma 


YE ALLUYEVIT 


With grudging mind ds damne thoſe Pemiſlikes. 
Though kinges foꝛget togouerne as they ought, 
Pet Subiectes muſt obey as they are bounde ; 
But nowe my Lo2des befoze ye farder wade 
Oꝛ ſpend pour ſpeach, what ſharp reuenge ſhal fal 
By uuſtice plague on theſe rebellious wights 
Pe thinkes ye rather ſhould firſt ſearche the ways 
By whiche in time the rage of this vpzoare 
Bought be rep2eſſcd, 4 theſe great tumults ceaſed 
Euen pet the life of B-ic:<yne Lande doth hange, 
In Traitours Balaunce of vnegall weight 
Thinke not mp Loꝛds the death of Co/boduc 
Noz yet Videnaes bloode will ceaſe their rage: 
Euen our owne lpues, our wiues and childzen. 
Our Countre y deareſt of all in daunger ſfandes, 
Nowe to be ſyatled, nowe, nowe made deſolate, 
And bp our ſelues a conqueſt to enſus 
Foz geue ones ſweye vnto the peoples luſts, 
To ruſche fozth on, and tape them not in time, 
And as the ſtreame that rowleth dgwne the byll , 
So wil thei beadlong ronne w raging thougbtes 
From bloode to bloode, from miſchiefe vnto moe, 
Lo rupne of the Realme,them ſelues and all 
So giddie are the cõmon peoples mindes, 
So glad of chaunge, moꝛe wauerpng than the Sea 
Ye ſee (my Lozdes) what ſtrength theſe Rebelleg 
A hat hugie nambze is aſſembled ſtill, (baue, 
Foz though the traiterous fact, foz which thei roſs 
Be w2ought and dane, pet lodge thei ſtill in fields 
Do that howe farre their furies pet wpll ſtretche 
Gzeat cauſe we haue to dzeade, that we may ſees 
By yzelent Battaile torepzeCe their yower, 


or Sozdoduc. 


Speede muſt we ve to leuie foꝛce therfo2e, 
Fo; — they loꝛthwith will miſchiefe wozke 
ND: their rebellious roares fozthwith will ceaſe: 
Theſe violent thinges may haue no laſting londe 
Let vs therfoze vſe this foz pʒeſent helpe 
Perſwade by gentle ſpeache, and offre grace 
Mith gifte of pardon ſaue bnto the chiefe, 
And that vpon — that fozthewith 
Thep yelde the Captaines of their enterpꝛyſe 
To beare ſuche querdon of their — facte 
As map be both due vengcaunce to them ſelues, 
And holſome terrour to poſteritie. 
This ſhall J thinke: flatter the greateſt parte 
That nowe are holden with deſire of home, 
N tried in fielde with could or Winters nightes, 
And ſome(no doubt)ffriken with dzead of Lawe 
Nl han this is ones pꝛoclapmed, it ſhall make 
The Captaincs to miſtruſte the multitude 
"Whoſe ſafetie biddes them to betrape their beads 
And ſo muche moze bycauſe the raſcall routes, 
In thinges of great and perillous attemptes, 

Are neuer truſtie to the noble race. | 
And while we treate 4 ſcande on termes of grace, 
We ſhal both ſtate their furies rage the wille, 
And eke gaine time, whoſe onely helpe ſufficeth 
Withqutcn warre to vanquiſche Rebelles power 
In the meane while,make pou in redpnes 
uche bande of Bozſemen as pe mape pzepare- 
ozſemen(you know) are not the Comans ſtregth 
But are the fozce and ſtoze ot noble men 


MAper by the vnchoſen and vnarmed ſozts 


1 
' 


De 


The Ctagedie 


Of ſkAiſhe Rebelles, whome none other powet 
But nombꝛe makes to be of dzeadfull foꝛce 
N ith ſodeyne bꝛunt maye-quickely be oppꝛeſtt 
And if this gentle meane of p2offered grace 
Uith ſtubbozne hartes cannot ſo farre auayſs 
As to aſſwage their deſperate courages. 
Chan do J wiſthe ſuche laughter to be made, 
As pꝛeſent age and eke poſteritie 
Mape be adzad with horrour of reuenge, 
' That iuſtly than ſhall on theſe rebelles fallt 
This is mp re the ſome of mine aduiſe. 
Clatyn. 
Neyther this caſe admittes debate at large, 
And though it did:this ſpeache that bath ben ſaſdg 
Hath wel abzidged the tale would haue tolde: 
hes with Eybulus do J conſente 
n all that he bath ſaide:and if the lame 
To pou my Loades,map ſeeme foz beſt adniſe, 
I wiſlhe that worn igbt be put in ve. 
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My Lozdes than let bs pzeſentlie departs 

And folowe this that tyketh us ſa well. 
| Fergus, ny 

Neuer time ta gaine a kingdome here 

V ere offred man, nowe it is offred mee: 
The Kealme is reft bothe of their kyng # Muens 
The ofſpzinge of the Pzince is ſlaine and dead 
o iſſue nowe remaines,the Heire uvnknowen, 
be are in Armes and mutynies 
The Nobles thei are buſied howe to ceaſe 


— Theſegreatrebellioustumultes andbpzoars 


And Bine Lande nowe deſerte left alone 
Ampd theſe bzoples vncertaine where to refk 
Offers her ſelfe vnto that noble harte | 
That wpll'o2 dare purſue to beare her Crowne: 
Shall J that am the Duke of Abanye 
Diſcended from that Lpne of noble bloode, 
Whichebath ſo longe floziſched in wozthie fame 
Of valiaunt hartes,ſuche as in noble Bzeafſts 
Of right ſhulde reſt aboue the baſer ſoꝛte, 

Refuſe to aduenture liefe to w:nne a Crowne, 
M home ſhall Jfinde enemies that will wſfande 
My facte herein,if J attempte by Armes 

To ſeeke the Fame nowe in theſe times of bꝛople 
Tyeſe Dukes power can hardlie well appeaſe 
Aye people that alredie are in Armes. 
But if perhappes my fo2ce be ones in fielde 
Is not my ſtrength in power aboue the belt 
Df all theſe Lozdes nowe left in Br:!:4ive Lande, 
And though they ſhuld match me w power of men 
Pet doubtfull is the chaunce of Battailles iopned 
If Aictoꝛs of the fielde we may departe, 

Ours is the Scepter (han 4 great Hrittayne, 
If ſlapne amid the plarne this body be 

Mint enemies pet ſhall not deny me this, 
But that J died gyuynge the noble charge 

Lo bazarde life fo2 conqueſt of a Crowne. 
Fozthwith therfo2e will I in poſte depart 

Co Albunye and raiſe in Armour there 

All power J can:and here mp ſecrete friendes, 
3Spſecrete pzactiſe ſhall ſollicite ill, 

Co ſeeke to wynne to me the peoples hartes. 
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A Aus quintns, Scena ſecund a, 


Eubulus. Clotyn, Mandud. Cwenard. Arottut Nuntius. 


( Jbar blind Furie, thus headlong caries thee 
. {Chat though ſo many bokes, ſo many rolles 
Ok Auncient time recozde what greuous plagues, 
Light on theſe Kebelles ape and thoughe ſo ofte 
Their eares haue hard their aged fathers tell 
M hat iuſt rewarde theſe Traitours till recepue. 
Pea though them ſelues haue ſene depe death and 
By lkrangling coꝛd x ſlaughter ofthe ſwoꝛd (blod 
To ſuche aſſigned, yet can they not beware: 
Pet can they not fate their rebellious handes, 
But ſaffring to fowle treaſon to diſfaine 
Their wzetched mpndes,fozget their lopall harte, 
Relecte all trueth and riſe againſt their Pzince, 
A ruthefull caſe that thoſe, whome duties bounde 
M home grafted Lawe by nature trueth and faith 
Bounde to pꝛeſerue their Coũtrep and thetr king 
Boꝛne to defende their Comon wealth & Pꝛince, 
Euen they ſhulde gene conſent thus to ſubuerte 
The Brittaine Land, s from the wombeſhuld bzing 
(O natpue ſoile)thoſe, that will nedes deſtrope 
And rupne thee and eke them ſelues in fine: 
Foz lo, when ones the Duke had offred Gzace 
Ok pardon ſweete l the multitude miſlead 
By traiterous fraude of their vngraticus heades) 


One ſozte that ſawe the daungerous ſucceſſe of 


Fubulus, 
rue, Yowe are theſe peoples hartes abuſde 


of Gozboduc. 


Ok tubbozne ſtandynge in rebellions warre 

And knewe the difference of Pzinccs power 
From headles nombze of tumultuous routes, 
Whom comen Countretes care and pziuate fears 
Laught to repent the terrour of their rage 

Laide handes vpon the Capatines bf their bande, 
And bzonght them bound bnro the mightie Dukes 
An other ſozte not truſting pet ſo well 
Tbe tructh of Pardon oz miſtruſting moze 

Their owne offence than that thei could conceiue 
Suche hope of pardon foz ſo foule miſdede: 

Oz foz that they their Captaines could not peld 

M ho fearinge to be pelded,flead befoze, 

tale home by ſeilente of the ſecrete night, 

Che thirde vnhappie and vnraged ſozte 

Ol deſperate bharts, who ſtained in Pzinces blood 
From trayterous furour could not be withdzawen 
By lone, by la we, by grace, ne pet by feare, 
By pꝛoffered lyfe,ne pet by tbzcatencd Death, 
With mindes hopeles of liefe,dzeadlesof Deathe, 
Careles6f Countrey,and aweles bf God: | 
Stoode btntetofighte as Furies did them mone 
With violent death to cloſe their traiterous lyfe? 
Theſe all by power of Þszſemen were oppzcft . 
And with reuenging ſwoꝛde flaxne in the fielde, 
Oz with the ſtrangling Cozd hanged on the trees 
M here pet the carryen Carcaſcs do pꝛoche 


Andof the murder of their ſacred Paince, 
But loe, where do appꝛoche the noble Dukes, 


25p whom theſe tumults haue ben thus 7 . 
(hi. 


The fruites that Nebelles reape of their bpzoars3 


The Tragedit 
C [ of yl, : 
I thinke the woꝛlde wyll now at length bewars 

And care to put fx agaynſt their Pzince, 

M andud, a | 

If not: thoſe crapterous hartes that dare rebell 

Let them beyolde the wide and hugie fieldes 

With bloode £ bodie ſpꝛead with rebelles lapne,. 

Che luſtie trees-clothed with cozpſes dead 

Chat ſtrangled m the cozde do hange therin. 

Aran. | 

A inft rewarde ſuche as all tymes befoze 

Haue euer lotted to thoſe wzetched folkes, 

G wenard, 

But what meanes he that cometh here ſo faff, 

Nuntius. : 

Py Lo2ds,as duetie and mp trouth doth moug 

And of my Countrey wozke and care in met 

That if the ſpendpnge of mp bzcath auatle 

3 do the Seruice that my harte deſires, | 

J would not ſhunne to imbꝛace a pzeſent death, 

So haue Jnowe in that wherein Jthought _ 

My trauaple mought perfourme ſome good effects 

Uentred mp liete to bzinge there tydinges here. 

Fergus the mightie Duke of I banye i 

Js noble in Armes and lodgeth in the fielde 

With twentie thouſand men, hether he bendes 

His ſpedie marche,+-minds to inuade the Crowne 

Dayly he gathereth ſtrength and ſpꝛeads abzode 

Chat to this Realwe no certeine Heire remaines, 

What Brittayne Lande is left without a gupde, 


That he the tcepter ſeckes, ſoʒ nothing els FO 
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of Goꝛboduc. 


But to pꝛeſerue the people and the Lande 
Wohiche now remaine as ſhip without a Dtcrne 
Locthts is * whiche J haue hereto ſaide. 

C ory”, 
Is this vis fayth-and ſhall he falſely thus 
Abuſe the vanntaqe of vnhappie times: 
O wzetched Lande, it his outragious pzide, 
His cruell and vntempzed wilfulnes 
Pts deepe diſſemblinge ſhewes of falſe pꝛetence 
Should once attaine the Crowne of 3»ee4yx lande 
Let vs my L02ds, with tymely foꝛce reſiſt 
The newe attempt of this our comon foe 
As we would quenche the flames of comen 

M 


andud, 

| Though 

Es weld the Realme oz guide the wandzing rule 
Pet nowe the chmen other of vs all, 
2 Natfue Lande, our Countrey that conteines 

wines,childzen,kynd2ed,our ſelues and all 
That euer ts oʒ maye be deare to man 
Cries vnto vs to helpe our ſelues and her: 
Let bs adnaunce our powers to rep2eſſc 
Chis growynge foe of all our liberties, 
Svend. 

Yta let vs ſo my Lozdes with haſtie ſpede, 
And ps (O Goddes)ſende vs the welcome death, 
Lo ſhed our bloode in fielde and leaue vs not, 
nlotheſonre life to lenger ont ont lynes 
ſee the hugie heapes of thefe bnhappes, 


fire. 


What note roll downe bpon the wzetched Lande 


Where emptte place of r gouernaunce 


we remaine without a certayn Pzince | 


0 
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The Tragedie 
o certapue ſtate no be left of douhtles heire, 
hus leaue this guideleſſe Realme an open paap, 
To endleſſe ſtoʒmes and waſt of ciupll warrs, 
ofs. 
That pe (mp Lodes) do ſa agree in une 
To ſaue pour Cquntrey from the violent reigns 
And w2ongfullie vſurped Cirrannie | 
O. him that thaeateus ce of you all 
To ſaue pourrcalme, 4 in this rcalme vaur ſelues 
From fg2repne thzaldome of ſo pꝛoude a Punce, 
Muche do J pzaiſc,and Jbcſeche theGoddes, 
With happie honour.to requite it pc. 
But (O my Lo2ds) lithe now the Þequetis lwzath 
Vath reft this Lande the illue of their Pince: 
Sithe of the boay of our late Soueraine Lobe 
| Remainesno mo, ſince the pong kinges be ſlaine 
And of the Title of the diſcended Crawne, 
Unccrteynly the diuerſe mindes dg thinks, 
Euen of the Learned (azte, and moze kncertainlye 
Will perciall fancic audaffection.deeme; 


But moſt vncertenlye wyllclymbynge, paide . 
And dope f Kefgn 3 e lüb landgie partes 
The doubtkull right and hope full luſt to eigne. 
When ones this noble leruice is atchieued 
Foz }rictayne Lande the Poſher of xe all, 
When ones pe haue with armed fozce repzeſt, 
Che pꝛoude attemptes of this A Pzjnee, 
That th2eatens thzaldome to yeur Natiue Landes 
When pe ſhall vanquſſhers cetourne from figldg 
And linde the Pzincely ſtate an open pzaye, 


To gredie lull and to vſurping power, 


Then 


ok Goubodre, 
Then, chen (my Lo2des)if euer kindelp care 
Ok auntient Bonour dt pour aunceſtoures, 
Of parſent wealth and noblefſe of your ſtackes? 
Vea ot the lyues and ſatetie yet to come | 
Of yoar deare wyues, pour thildꝛen x pour ſelues, 
Might mone your noble hartes wich gentle rutve, 
Then, then haue pytie on the tozne estate 
Then helpe to ſalue the well neare hopeles (022 
Whirhe ye ſhall do. if ye your ſelues with holde 
Tye ſleayng knife from your own mothers thaote ' 
Her ſhall vou fane,and pon, and yours in her 
Af ve ſhall all with one aTent fozbeare 
Ones to lape hande oz take vnto your ſelues 
Lhe Crowne byeolonr 1 right, . 
Oz by what other meanes ſõ euer it be 
Tyll firſt by tõmen tonnſell of you all 
In Parltament the Regall Diademe 
Be ſet in tertapne place of gouernaunte, 
In whiche pour Parliament and in pour choſe, - 
P2eferve the right(my Lozdes,) without reſpects * 
Ok ſtrength of frendes, oz what ſo euer cauſe ' 
Chat maye ſet fozivarde ,anp-athers parte, 
Foz rig4t will laſt, and wꝛong can not endure, | 
Right meane J his 02 hers, vpon whole name 
The peoplereſt by meane of Qatine lyne, 
Oz by the vertue of ſome fozmer Lawe, 
Alreadie made their tithe to aduaunce: 
Suche one (mp Loꝛdes) let be pour choſen kynge - 
Suche one ſo bozne within polur Ratpue Lande 
uche one pzcferre,and in no wiſe adinitte, 


The heauie yoke of _ - 
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Let foꝛreine Titles pelde to Publike wealthe, 
And with that hart where with pe nowe pꝛepart 
Tvus to withſtande the pzoude inuadynge loe, 

Mitt that ſame harte (my Loꝛdes) kepe out alſs 
Unnaturall thzaldome of ſtraungers reigne, 
At ſaffre you againff the rules of kinde i 
Pour Pother Lande to ſerue a Fozreine Pzince. 

Enbulns. 
CLoe here the ende of Br»; ropall Lyne, 

And loe the entrie to the wofull wzacke 
And vtter ruyne of this noble Realme, ; 
Lye ropall kinge, and eke his ſonnes are ſlaine, 
Vo Ruler reſtes within the Kegall Seate: 

Tye Heite, to whb cepter longs, vnknowen 
That to eche fozce of Fbzreine Pzinces power 
Wyheme vauntage of your wzetched fate | 
By ſodaine Armes to gaine ſo riche a Realms 
And to the pzoude and gredie minde at home 
N bom blinded luſt to reigne leades to aſpire. 
Loe Hrittaiue Realme is left an open pꝛape, 
A pꝛeſent ſpoile by Conqueſt ts enſue, 

MN ho ſeeth not nowe howe many mindes 
Do feede their thoughts,w hope to a Realm 
And who will not byfozce attempt to winne 

So great a — that hope perſwades to haue: 
A ſimple c all foz title ſerue. 
Who winnes the Ropal crown wil want no right 
Noz ſuche as ſhall diſptape by longe diſcent 

A lneall race to p2oue him lelfe a kynge 


In the meane while cheſe clupll armes ſhall rage, | 


| Andthis a thouſaaze wiſchieſes ſhall meh- 
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And karre : neare ſpꝛead thee ( O Breit4yne Lande) 
All right and Lawe ſhall ceaſe, and he that had 
to dayt, to mozowe ſhall enioye ; 
zeat of good, e be that flowed in wealth, 
Loe he bereft of lpfe and all, 
And happieſt he that than poſſeCeth leaſt. 
The wpues tall ſuffre rape. the mapdes defloured 
And childzen fatherles ſhall weepe and waple: 
With fire  ſwozde thy Natine folke ſhal periſlhe. 
One kinſman ſhall bereaue an other life, - 
The father ſhall vawittynge ſlape the ſonne, 
Tbe ſonne ſhall lea the ſire and knowe it not: 
Women and matidesthe cruell Souldiours ſwo2d 
Shall perſe to death,and ſillie childꝛen loe 
 Thatplapinge in the $ fieldes are founde 
By violent hande ſhall cloſe their latter dape. 
Whome ſhall the ferce and bloudle ouldiour 
Reſerue to liefe, whome ſhall be ſpare from death 
thou(© wzetched mother) halt alyue 
hon ſhalt bebolde thy deare and onely childe 
Slaine w the ſwoꝛde while he yet ſuckes thy b2eft: 
Loe, giltles bloode ſhall thus eche where be ſhed: 
Tbus ſhall the waſted ſoils pelde fozth no fruite 
But derth and fampne ſhal poſſeſſe the Lande. 
The Townes ſhal beconſumed e bzent with fire, 
The peopled Cities ſhall ware deſolate, 
And thou ( O Brittaine Land) whilom in renowme 
M bilome in wealth and fame ſhalt thus be tozne, 
Dumembesd thus, and thus be rent in twapne, 
waſted and defaced, ſpoiled and deſfroie d: 
bs the fruits: pour ctuill warres wil bzing. 
E. iii. Yerets 


The Tragedie 
DeretoſtcSmes when kinges will not eonſent. 
Co graue aduiſe, but folow wilfull wyll: 

This is the ende, when in ponge Pꝛinces hartes 
 Flatterp pꝛeuaples, and ſage rede hath no place: 
Theſe are the plages, when murder is the meant 
To make newe Heires bnto the Ropall Crowne, 
Thus wꝛeke the Gods, whe p the mothers wzath 
Nought but þ blood of ber owne child may ſwage. 
Theſe miſchiefes ſpꝛings whe Rebelles wil artſe, 


To wozke reuenge and indge their Pzinces facte: 


This, this enſues when noble men do fatle 
In lopall trouthe, and ſubiectes will be kinges. 
And thts doth growe when loe vnto the Pztnce, 
, Whome death oz ſodgyne happe of liefe bereaues, 
No eertayne Heire remaines, ſuche tertentie 
As not all onelp is the rightfull Heire, 

But to the Realme is ſo made vnknowen to be 
And trouth therby veſted in Hubiectes hartes, 
To owe faith there, where right is knowen to reit 
Alas, in Parliament what hope can bee, 
A hen is of Parliament no hope at all, 

EA biche thoughe it be affembled by conſent, 
Pet is it not likely with conſent to ende: 

VUA hile eche one foz him ſelfe,o2 fo: his frende 
Againũ his foe, ſhall tranatle what he maye, 

UW hile nowe the ſtate left open to the man, 

That ſhall with greateſt fozce inuade the ſame, 
Shall fill ambieious minds with gappngehope: 
When will they ones with pelding harts igree⸗ 
Oz in the while, howe ſhall the Realme he hien 
Ho, no:then Parliament ſhould haue ben 5 


| 


UL uv 


And certatne Heires appoynctedto the Crowne 
Co ſtate their title of eſtabliſhed righte: 

And plant the people in obedience 
While pet the Pzince did liue, whoſe name am 
Wplawfull So mons and auctozytie (power 
Might make a Parliament to be of fozce, 

And might haus ſet the ſtate in quiet tape: 

But nowe (O happie man) whome ſpedie death 
Depziues of lpfe, ne is enfozccd to ſee 
Theſe hugie miſchiefes and theſe miſeries, _ 
Theſe ctupll wars, theſe murders v theſe wzongs 
Df Juffice, yet muſt /one in fpne rcffoze 
This noble Crowne vnto the lawfull Beire: 

dz right will al wapes line, and riſe at lengthe, 
But wzonge can neuer take deepe roote to laſt. 


¶ The ende of the Tagedie of 185 
Aynge Corbodre, 


